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Here's P-W's anniversary issue, and it's another goodie! And a big one 
too, we might add! It's a perfect issue with which to start off the Fall 
collecting season - lots of news, information, interesting articles, you name 
it. We think it's GREAT! And we hope that you will agree. 

The Table of Contents tells it all. If you're in a hurry to see what we're 
talking about, you can turn directly to it and see for yourself. A bit of some- 
thing for everyone! And the issue is topped off with a lot of big bargains in 
our 'Swaps & Sales' column. 

The Editor appreciates the promptness with which you submitted the 
material for this issue. Your mail came in regularly throughout the weeks 
since the last issue, and I was able to put together the entire issue even before 
the Labor Day weekend. Hopefully, you will be getting ycur copy even a little 
earlier than usual. However, I must admit that I don't know how Bill Parks 
manages to put the issue into print and to mail it out as quickly as he does. 
He's always on time in spite of holidays and hardships intervening during the 
printing period. Most of the time he's even early. 

If any of you are holding your breath, waiting to read about the ANA show 
in Baltimore at the end of August - sit back and take it easy - you'll get it all 
in the November issue. We have Denis Loring's minutes of the EAC meeting 
at ANA, D. L.'s Diary, and an article by Dave Cornell already reserved for 
the November P-W, and we have had promises of several others. We thought 
it better to present them all in one issue rather than some in this and some in 
the next. After all, there were very few days between the close of the ANA 
show and our deadline. Denis Loring gets the prize for promptness - he sent 
his material by Express Mail and it arrived almost as soon as the show ended. 

I'm sure that you'll have other things for us to include in the November 
issue too, so keep your mail coming — I just love to keep my postman busy. 
Let's finish off the last issue of P-W in 1985 with another huge amount of 
material! And^let's keep up the practice of making each issue bigger and 
better than its preceding one! I know that I can count on you! 

So, prop up your feet, kick off your shoes, and read on! It will be worth 
your while. My sincere thanks to all the contributors who made this one the 
best so far! and especially to Mark Klein for providing the above masthead. 

Warren A. Lapp 

Editor and Publisher 
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that windblown look 

Lawrence W. Cobb 


When our nation's first circulating coin, the Chain cent, appeared, its 
welcome could hardly be described as hearty. Typical of the public reaction was 
a letter to the editor, which, if we may believe published accounts, was reported 
in no less than three newspapers - the Pennsylvania Gazette (date not specified), 
Claypoole's Advertiser of March 18, 1 793, and the Boston Argus of March 25, 
1793. The letter ran, "The American cents do not answer our expectations. 

The chain on the reverse is but a bad omen for Liberty, and Liberty herself 
appears to be in a fright." 1 Well, she did. While her mouth was not quite open 
in a scream, her expression was glazed and fixed, and her hair streamed out 
behind her as if she were taking flight. 

"It was a love-hate relationship from the very beginning," says William T. 
Gibbs in a recent article. There were, however, extenuating circumstances . 

"At best, 1 793 can be termed 'chaotic' for Philadelphia Mint officials . . . 
plagued with a shortage of experienced, trained personnel. Chief Coiner Henry 
Voigt was forced to engrave the first of three separate cents designs struck that 
ye ar . " 2 

In the preceding years, his predicament had been even more exasperating . 

I n April of 1792, Congress had authorized the establishment of a mint, specifying 
that the coin bear a "representation of the head of the president", Q. David 
Bowers tells us in his History of United States Coinage . "Washington protested 
the use of the president's portrait as being 'too monarchical', so the section 
referring to this was changed to specify 'an impression emblematic of Liberty'." 

(p. 181) 

This must have come as an unpleasant surprise to Voigt. The president's 
portrait he could have managed, with the many good models at hand. Medals 
called "Washington pieces" had been around since 1790. One set, with a very 
good likeness, had been struck by a Peter Getz of Lancaster , apparently for that 
very purpose. Or if there were some objections to that, he might turn to 
Houdon's bust for inspiration, or to any of several excellent paintings. Liberty, 
on the other hand, was a lady with no readily available pictorial antecedents. 

The Wedgewood vases, in production in England since 1775, which were inspired 
by classical Greek vase paintings, might have provided a model. But things 
English were out of favor at the moment. It appeared that Liberty would have to 
be designed "from scratch", and time was pressing. Under the circumstances, 
it was understandable that she began life as an ugly duckling. 

His first Liberty, the "silver center" cent, not struck until the middle of 
December, 1792, could hardly have been more repellent, with her double chin, 
long nose, balding forehead, and stringy hair flying wildly in the breeze. 
Fortunately this was a pattern, not intended for exposure to the public. Its 
contemporary pattern the Birch cent, was much handsomer: Liberty's hair falls 
in graceful curls, though still streaming in the wind. The model is "said by 
some to be Martha Washington" , according to Bowers. "The identity of 'Birch' 
has never been completely identified. Don Taxay ... noted that it was Robert 
'Bob' Birch who produced the 1792 pattern coins . . . another possibility: the 
Birch cents may have been engraved in England." (History , p. 183.) Voigt 
might have done well to employ "Birch", whoever he was, to help with the 1793 

coinage . 
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But he didn't, for whatever reason, and Voigt had to engrave the first 1 793 
cents himself. His 1 792 efforts had taught him some skills. By contrast with 
the silver center cent, his Liberty on the Chain cent looks almost tolerable. By 
the time the public outcry arose, later in the year, Voigt had hired another 
engraver, Adam Eckfeldt, who replaced the chain reverse with a graceful wreath, 
softened Liberty's profile slightly, and decorated it with a sprig of laurel, or 
olive, under the truncation of the neck. Her hair, however, streamed out behind 
her more vehemently than ever. Perhaps the wind had risen. 

Why Liberty's hair should have continued in total disarray must have puzzled 
numismatists for a time. Foreign models were much better groomed. On 
contemporary medals Queen Charlotte, the wife of George III, and Marie 
Antoinette are shown with their hair neatly coiffed. So are Maria Theresa of 
Spain and Catherine II of Russia. The half cent of 1 793 seems to be the key to the 
mystery. "It is," says Doug Winter in his analysis, "Adam Fckfeldt's inter- 
pretation of the famous Augustin Dupre* design found on the Libertas Americana 
medal of 1782." 3 

Benjamin Franklin, the American minister to France during and after the 
Revolutionary War, had commissioned Dupre to execute this medal. The portrait 
is described as that of a "young maiden sprung from the prairies with unruly hair 
and a dauntless spirit. "4 A comparison with the 1793 half cent leaves no doubt 
that both are versions of the same design. On both we see the liberty cap carried 
on a pole, the lady's near-classic profile facing left, and her hair streaming in 
the wind. It must be admitted that Dupre's is the more artistic and polished of 
the two . 

But why his insistence on the windblown hair? In our day, young men flaunt 
long hair as a rebellion against the 'establishment'. Did he portray Liberty's 
hair in this unkempt fashion as a protest against royal authority? If so, he was 
a revolutionary sympathizer seven years before the fall of the Bastille. At any 
rate, all the French, royalists and future insurgents alike, were warm to the 
American cause. The tactful Franklin kept on good terms with both parties. He 
had come to plead for French aid against the British, and he got it. "The 
department of foreign affairs in France had been hoping for the American 
Revolution for years, and was very willing to help it," says the Britannica . 

So, on the evidence of the half cent, we conclude that Eckfeldt had seen the 
Libertas Americana medal. Evidently Henry Voigt had also seen it when he 
modeled the Chain cent. Of this coin, Lewis M. Reagan wrote in 1943, "It is 
believed that the obverse was an imitation of the bust on the medal made by the 
French artist Dupre, struck to commemorate the victories of Saratoga and 
Yorktown. At first, the pole and cap were omitted, but later, in the same year, 
these too were added. " 3 

This was done under the influence of the half cent. Gibbs tells us that 

"The Eckfeldt design was replaced before the end of the year 
by Joseph Wright's Liberty Cap cent . . . Wright copied and 
modified the Liberty Cap design used by Eckfeldt on the 1 793 half 
cent, reversing the image so Liberty faces right rather than left 
(as) on the smaller coin. 

Her hair much less windblown. Liberty supports a Liberty 
Cap on a pole on her left shoulder. ("Controversy", p. 24) 
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This was the "aristocrat of American large cents. Probably one of the most 
artistic designs of all coins . . ," 7 At least it was well enough received to 
last for several years. Unfortunately, Wright, its creator, did not live to 
develop it further. "He . . . died in September (of yellow fever) . . . After 
Wright's death, Robert Scot was hired as chief coiner," Gibbs goes on 
("Controversy " , p. 24). In a follow— up article he tells us that 

"The higher relief cents of 1 794 with the bust of 1 793 would 
not stack properly . . . Scott engraved a new bust type, 
retaining the Liberty Cap style introduced by Wright, adding 
details to the hair while at the same time lowering the relief. 

This was the 'Head of 1 794'. 

The 1 794 cents with the 'Head of 1 795' differ from the earlier 
two heads in that the relief was again lowered." 8 

Scot added other characteristics . Winter discovered that he was 
"inexperienced at engraving and he was unable to make a device punch. This 
meant that each working obverse die had to be cut by hand. As a result, each 
obverse has a distinct personality" ("Large Cents", page 2). During the 
1 860's and 70's, Dr. Edward Maris of Philadelphia, in the course of his study 
of the 1794 cents, allotted them fanciful descriptive nicknames. "Several of 
the Maris names survive," says Dr. Sheldon in Penny Whimsy , "earing such 
designations as . . . The Coquette . . . Egeria, Venus Marina , Diana . . . 
Amiable Face , The Roman Plica , and so on."® 

The half cent of 1 794 also had its own personality. The "1 794 half cents 
are ... a distinct one-year type coin," says Winter. "They feature Robert 
Scot's design which is a rather crude copy of Joseph Wright's 1 793 design for 
the large cent" ("Half Cents", p. 1). The obvious change from 1793 was the 
reversal of the device to face right, and there were subtler differences for the 
years that followed. "Generally half cents of 1 794 are on heavier planchets, 
are in higher relief, and the portrait of Miss Liberty occupies a much larger 
proportional space on the obverse" than on those of 1795 and later, according 
to an article by Bowers in a coin periodical . ^ 8 Winter continues: 

"1795 is a most confusing and difficult year for half cents. 

(They) appear similar to the 1 794 issues but feature an obverse 
design by John Smith Gardner . . . The Liberty Cap type 
becomes more standardized in 1796. . . Two varieties . . . 
exist: one shows the pole from the Liberty Cap at the 
truncation of Miss Liberty's neck while the other does not. 

The 1796 No Pole is a great rarity . . . 

Half cents were not coined in 1 798 or 1 799. ("Half Cents", 

pp. 1-2) 

Furthermore, Gardner had been at work on the large cents also. 

Late in 1794, the Mint Director decided that the Mint's 
expanded production could no longer tolerate Scot's pain- 
stakingly slow work . . . Gardner was hired . . . and he 
promptly produced hubs for seven obverses. One variety, 
Sheldon-72, is known as the "Head of 1795" since its device 
is the exact same as that found on the 1795 cents. (Winter, 

"Large Cents", p. 3) 
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Most of the 1 795 dated cents bore this version of Liberty; a few by another hand 
are in existence. 

For many years, it was believed that the Jefferson Head cent 
was the work of a Mint employee 'idly trying his hand'. Walter 
Breen has proven that they were Pattern Cents struck by John 
Harper. Harper was a private contractor who . . . had produced 
his Pattern Cents as samples of his work. (But) the patterns . . . 
were dropped. (Ibid.) 

The first cents of 1 796 "used the Robert Scot version of the Gardner Liberty Cap 
design. "(Ibid.) However, as Gibbs tells us, a new design was about to mate its 

appearance . 

During the latter part of 1795, Gilbert Stuart, one of the 
premier portraitists of the time, was commissioned to create a 
new Liberty Head design for use on U.S. coinage. In this 
country to paint his legendary portrait of President Washington, 

Stuart created the Draped Bust design first used on the silver 
dollars of 1 795. 

Often labeled the Fillet Head by earlier numismatists because 
of the thin band tied around the hair above Miss Liberty's forehead, 
the Draped Bust design was adapted to use on the cent later in 
1 796. 1 ' 

The new portrait was quite a lovely piece of work. Liberty's hair still streamed 
in the breeze, being only slightly restrained by the ribbon. As Bowers 
describes it: 

"The obverse features Miss Liberty with ample hair tied behind 
her head with a ribbon and with additional tresses reaching her 
shoulders. Whereas the previous style showed Miss Liberty only 
from the neck up, the new style terminated with her draped bosom. 

The liberty cap, a fixture since 1793, was dropped." 12 

Robert Scot translated the Stuart portrait into metal for both the cent and the 
half cent. The cent was struck beginning in July of 1 796 and continued until 1 807 . 
The half cent, after skipping the years 1798 and 1799, reappeared in the new style 
in 1800 and continued until 1808. 

And there we come to the end of the "windblown look". The new nation had 
come of age; and, with thatt event. Liberty put on sophistication and lost part 
of her charm. Still, she remained with us on our coins for 140 years longer, 
until 1947, when she vanished from her last stronghold, the half dollar. 

Thirty years later, one of her admirers made a valiant attempt to bring her back. 
In 1977, when Frank Gasparro was commissioned to design a new small-sized 
dollar coin to replace the 'Ikes', he created a free and beautiful new rendering 
of the young Miss Liberty. It was very reminiscent of the Dupre' medal, even 
to the cap on pole over her shoulder, the unruly hair, and the expression of 
dauntless spirit. But it was turned down. By Act of Congress, it seems that 
we are to be windblown no longer. 

************* 
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A Note About the Author 
Lawrence W. Cobb 

Born: Seattle, Washington, 1915 Occupation: Architect (retired) 

Hobbies: Reading, writing, coin collecting, and World War I Zeppelins. 
Present address: 6728 Two Notch Road, Columbia, S.C. 29223 

HERBERT J. ROSEN "Curio Corner" 337 Route 46 Rockaway, NJ 

(201 ) 627-4431 

A complete stock of large cents, including all years, all major varieties, 
and hundreds of die varieties - available at CURIO CORNER — 
open every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 

Mail correspondence to P.O. Box 218, Ironia, NJ 07845 

************* 
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A SIGN OF IHE TIMES 


Gary A. Trudgen 


The year 1789 was a pivotal year Tor America. The 
Federal Constitution had been ratified. George Washington was 
unamiously elected as the first president on February 4. John 
Adams was his vice-president. New York City was to be the 
capital of the new nation. Old City Hall, at Wall and Broad 
Streets, had been refurbished in 1788 under the direction o 
Major Charles L’ Enfant and was now referred to as Federal 
Hall. The Walter Franklin house, at the corner of Cherry 
Street and Franklin Square, was prepared for the first 
family. On March 4 the Federal Constitution became effective 
and the first Federal Congress met at Federal Hall. To usher 
in the new era, the guns of the battery were fired and the 
bells of the city were rung. After a ceremonious journey from 
Mount Vernon, George Washington arrived in the city on April 
23. One week later, on April 30, he was inaugurated as 
president on the balcony of Federal Hall as an enormous crowd 
of people cheered him. Martha Washington arrived in the city 
on May 27. 


New York City was the first capital 
and the focus of the nation. However , in 
glory, a crisis was developing. The city 
with copper coin from out of state. 


of the United States 
the midst of this 
was being flooded 


A New York State law entitled "An Act to Regulate the 
Circulation of Copper Coin", passed on April 20, 1787, had 
set the number of coppers at 20 per shilling. Previous to 
this law, 14 coppers had passed per shilling. Now, on 
July 21, 1789, in an effort to deal with the crisis, the 

Common Council of the City of New York recommended a rate of 
48 coppers per shilling. Some merchants even advertized that 
they would only take coppers at 60 to the shilling. Finally, 
in New York State, only New Jersey coppers were accepted at 
24 to the shilling and all other coppers were rejected. 


So, what do you think happened to many of those rejected 
coppers? You’re right! They were overstruck with New Jersey 
dies, giving the coiners a nice profit. This was done to such 
an extent that by the spring of 1790 it caused a breakdown in 
the circulation of New Jersey coppers. 


Today, this copper crisis, which originated in New York 
City and quickly spread to other states, can be attested to 
by the relatively large number of extant New Jersey coppers 


found overstruck on other coppers of that day. One of the 
most common New Jersey die varieties, Maris 56-n, is almost 
always found struck over another copper. In fact, it is very 
rare to find an example of this variety where some undertype 
does not show. 


Variety 56-n, along with 57-n and 5B-n, are thought to 
have been struck by Machin’s Mills in their final effort at 
the coining business. Early writings that describe the 
Machines Mills coinage operation state that they made coppers 
bearing the motto "E PLURIBUS UNUM“ and a plow design. This 
indicates that Machines Mills coined New Jersey coppers. 

Also, the dies of the preceding die varieties, known as Camel 
heads, were made with old Jarvis and Company letter punches. 
These punches had been used earlier to make dies for many of 
the 1788 draped bust Connecticut coppers. James Jarvis had 
coined Connecticut and Fugio coppers at his mint located in 
New Haven, Connecticut. When the Jarvis mint closed in 
September of 1788, Machines Mills obtained some of their 
equipment which included the letter punches. 


There are several more New Jersey die varieties that are 
also found struck over other coppers. They are: 17— J, 17— K, 

17— b , 34- J, 34— V, 35- J, 35-W, 38-fa, 40-b, 70-x , 71-y, 72-z , 
and 73— aa. It is believed that these varieties were made at 
the Elizabethtown, New Jersey mint which was operated by 
Matthias Ogden. 


These overstrike New Jersey coppers offer the collector 
an unusual opportunity. Many of the overstrikes are not 
strongly struck resulting in the ability to identify the 
underlaying copper and sometimes even its die variety. Thus, 
a collector can assemble a collection of New Jersey coppers 
according to the underlaying copper type and even its die 
variety. Die variety 56-n is known to be struck over many 
different types of coppers: Connect i cuts, Vermonts, Nova 
Eboracs, imitation British halfpence, Irish halfpence, 

Spanish maravedies, French sous, and even one over the rare 
George Clinton copper. The remainder of the die varieties 
listed above are also found struck over many of the preceding 
coppers . 



1787 New Jersey Copper, Maris 56-n 
Struck over a 1787 Machines Mills halfpence 
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j^ e5e New Jersey overstrikes are truly a numismatic sign 
o-F the times. They are -fascinating to collect and study. 
Where else can you purchase two early American coppers -for 
the price o-f one? 


References: 

Andrist, Ralph. "George Washington: A Biography in His Own 
Words, Volume 2" Newsweek, 1972 

Breen, Walter. "Colonial Overstri kes" , The Colonial 
Newsletter, Page 72, December 1963 

Newman, Eric. "English and Bungtown Halfpence", ANS Studies 
on Money in Early America, Pages 134-172, 1976 


************* 


counterstamped large cents wanted! 

For my personal collection I desire counterstamped large cents - with 
names, places, designs, addresses, occupations - plus any names or monograms 
from prepared logotype punches (in a rectangular or other shape border). Not 
wanted are large cents with stray marks, individual letters or numbers on them. 

I thank the many EAC members who have sent me counterstamped large 
cents over the past two years. I hope to prepare a manuscript on these and am 
grateful for the information (and coins) supplied. 

If you have some counterstamped cents, send them along with an invoice. 

Or, if you prefer, I would be pleased to make an offer upon examination. 

Either way, let's get together! 

Dave Bowers 
Box 1 224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


************* 


It's what you learn after you know it all that counts. John Gardner, founder 
of the Common Cause, as quoted by Liz Carpenter in Reader's Digest, 

September, 1985. .... THE RAT FINK 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SILVER COINAGE - Part 2 


William T. Jones, Jr. 


In June, 1652, the Massachusetts General Court passed the final legislation 
which authorized the Massachusetts silver coinage. At that time, John Hull s 
fee as mint master was lowered from 1 shilling, 6 pence to 1 shilling, 3 pence 
per each 20 shillings produced. As we shall see, this reduction would have 
little adverse effect upon Hull’s net worth. 


The first Massachusetts silver coins to be produced were the 'NE 
shillings’. These pieces derived their name from their simple design which 
featured the letters ’NE’ (for New England) on the obverse and the denomination 
in Roman numerals (III, VI, or XII) on the reverse. 


This design was used only for 5 months, from June of 1 652 until October, 
because of two major problems: counterfeiting and clipping. Clipping involved 
the removal of metal from the rim of the coin. An illegal profit was made if 
one could successfully remove a quantity of metal from the coin and then still 
pass the piece at its full face value. Since the NE coinage had so much blank 
space on its faces, the government felt that duplication and metal removal was 
too easy. As a result, a new, more complicated design was mandated. 

Today, the NE pieces are among the most coveted of all Colonial coins. 
The shilling, which is the most common denomination, is occasionally offered 
by dealer specialists and in the larger auctions. Within the past 2 years, I 
have seen 2 attractive NE shillings offered by 2 collector/dealers at $25,000. 


The 3-pence and 6-pence pieces are far rarer than the shilling . Only two 
3 _pe nc e pieces are known. One of them, which is holed and mutilated, is 
pictured in the RED BOOK. Seven of the 6-pence pieces are known, 1 of which 
was sold in the Garrett sale. 


A New Design is Adopted 

On October 19, 1 652, the General Court authorized a design change for the 
Massachusetts silver coinage . The new design featured the date which was 1 652 
on all pieces except the 1662 Oak Tree 2-pence, and the denomination in the 
center of the obverse . The reverse featured a tree or bush of some sort in the 
center. Both of these central designs were surrounded by a circle of beads, 
followed by the legend NEW ENGLAND on the obverse and MASATHUSETS on 
the reverse. The beaded circles were intended to provide evidence of clipping, 
but their effectiveness was often negated by off-center strikings and by planchets 
which were too small for the dies. In addition to the legends, additional letters 
such as IN, AN, or DOM were added, along with groups of dots in various 
patterns. These latter markings may have been the anti— counterfeiting codes 
which had been authorized in the initial legislation. 

The consistent use of the date 1 652 was significant. This practice was an 
attempt to perpetuate the illusion that all of these coins were struck in that 
year when there was no King of England. Actually, the practice fooled no one, 
not even the royal authorities, but it continued for the life of the Massachusetts 
silver series . 

The Willow Tree Coinage 1 653-1 660 
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The Willow Tree pieces were the first coins to be produced, using the new 
designs. The term Willow T ree was not of Colonial origin but was actually 
first used in an 1867 auction catalogue for the sale of the Joseph Mickley (of 
1799 large cent fame) collection. 

It may surprise some collectors to learn that the Willow Tree coins are 
rarer than the NE pieces even though they were procUced for a longer period of 
time. All known examples of the Willow Tree coinage are poorly struck to a 
degree, and this undoubtedly accounts for their rarity. Many coins display 
voided areas and doubled devices (note the double date on the plate coin in the 
RED BOOK). As a result, these coins, which began their existence with only 
a portion of their own devices, soon became totally illegible while in 
circulation and were returned to the melting pot in large numbers. 

Sidney Noe studied the Willow Tree coins in great detail. During the 
preparation of his classic die variety book, Noe examined each of the then- 
known 28 examples of the Willow Tree coins. Using the legible elements from 
each coin, Noe produced composite drawings of the total Willow Tree die faces 
and isolated individual varieties. 

Noe also tried to determine why the Willow Tree coins were so poorly made. 
Among the possible factors, he cited the following: 

1 . The planchets were not annealed prior to striking. 

2. The dies were too shallow. 

3. The coins were hammer strikes, and the bottom die was not 
firmly secured, so that it was allowed to rotate during the 
striking process . 

4 . The coins were struck on a screw press, and 1 or both of the 
dies were allowed to rotate when the coins were struck. 

Whether or not any or all of the above explanations for the appearance of the 
Willow Tree coins is correct will probably remain a mystery. In conclusion, 
the Willow Tree coinage remains one of the most enigmatic group of coins in the 
entire U.S. series. 

(To be continued.) 

************* 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 250 sheets $2.25 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $2.50 

Wooden stick Q-tips $4.00 per 500 $7.50 per 1 ,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle $1 .90 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2x2 coin envelopes colors WHITE or GRAY 

Box of 500 $7.40 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Sulfur ointment 10% 1 + oz. jar $2.20 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) .... 33 pgs. $2.75 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1 81 6-35 .... 37 pgs. $3.00 

Add $1 .65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 
************* 
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The following article was reported by its author at a Mid - Atlantic EAC Regional 
meeting held in Lanham, Maryland on July 13, 1985 and at the EAC meeting 
held at the ANA convention in Baltimore. 

VERMONT'S COPPER COINAGE 
Mike Packard 

The copper coins of Vermont were minted from 1 785 to 1 790 although the 
coins are only dated from 1 785 to 1 788. In addition to being the first state 
coinage, the Vermont coppers are unique in two other respects: they are the 
only state copper coins struck in two different designs (plow and bust) and they 
are the only state coppers legally struck in two different states (Vermont and 
New York). 

Plow-type coinage of 1 785-1 786 

Reuben Harmon, Jr. of Rupert, Vermont, who had been authorized to strike 
the coins by the Vermont Legislature, apparently had no experience in sinking 
dies for his copper coins and he sought assistance from the New York City 
silversmith firm of Daniel Van Voorhis, John Bailey, and William Coley. 

Coley, who with Van Voorhis later became partners with Harmon in the Vermont 
coppers contract, is credited with sinking the dies for the plow-type coins. The 
obverse of these coins shows a sun rising over a mountain. (Vermont gets its 
name from a contraction of the French 'vert montagnes' which translates to 
'green mountains'.) There are trees seen on the mountain and a plow in the 
field before the mountain. These devices are symbols of the two main 
industries of Vermont - forestry and agriculture. The legend reads: Vermonts 
(or Vermontis or Vermontensium) Res. Publica (meaning State of Vermont) and 
the date. The reverse has astarburst, with an eye for the center. This star- 
burst is surrounded by 1 3 additional stars and the legend Quanta Decima 
Stella' (the 14th star). (Vermont did indeed become the 14th state of the Union, 
but not until 1 791 .) 

There are 3 known obverse dies and 3 known reverse dies for the 1785 
plow-type coins. These dies are combined in 3 combinations, each obverse die 
paired with only 1 reverse die . The 1 786 plow— type coins were struck from 3 
obverse dies and 2 reverse dies which were combined into 3 varieties. These 
plow-type Vermont coppers tend to be heavier than the legislated 111 grains 
and are usually found on crude, imperfect planchets. Since the state of 
Vermont did not require any payment from Harmon for the right to coin the 
coppers, it is doubtful that any record was kept of the number minted. Ken 
Bressett estimated in his 1976 work that fewer than 1 ,000 pieces of the plow- 
type coins remain extant. 

Bust-type coinage of 1 786-1 788 

In October, 1786 Reuben Harmon petitioned the Vermont Legislature to 
extend the period for his exclusive right to coin coppers. While his petition 
did not request permission to change the design of his coins, he may have 
shown a Connecticut copper to the legislators and stated that a Vermont copper 
similar in design to the Connecticut coppers and to the British halfpence then 
circulating in America would be more readily acceptable to the people of 
Vermont and its surrounding states than the plow-type coppers he was then 
minting. The Legislature agreed with his argument and extended his right as 
exclusive coiner to an additional 8 years beginning July 1 , 1787. They also 
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authorized the design change. In addition, they also allowed him the privilege of 
coining the coppers free of any duty to Vermont for the first 3 years (until July 1 , 

1 790) and that during the last 5 years of the period he would pay the state a c*jty 
of per cent of all coppers minted. 

The obverse of the new coppers showed a male bust similar to the bust of 
George III on the British halfpence of the period along with the legend ’Auctori 
Vermon' (by authority of Vermont). The reverse shows the seated figure of a 
woman, also similar to the reverse of the British halfpence, with the legend 
'Inde Et Lib’ (Independence and Liberty). It is believed that William Coley 
produced the dies for the famous ’Baby Head’ copper of 1 786 and for the bust left 
coinage of 1 786 and 1 787 . 

In June, 1787, Harmon, Coley, and Van Voorhis (by then his partners) 
entered into an agreement with Thomas Machin and several others. Under this 
agreement, Machin and his partners in the Machin’s Mill operation traded 40 per 
cent of the profits from that operation for 60 per cent of the Vermont coin 
franchise. One of the primary benefits to the Rupert operation seems to have 
been the access to a ready supply of much needed dies. AH the Vermont dies 
produced after July, 1 787 were struck in Rupert, Vermont and these are 
generally found overstruck on Nova Constellatio coppers. The only 1787 Vermont 
copper struck at Machin 's Mills was the famous BRITANNIA reverse coppers. 
This reverse was used to make counterfeit halfpence. This is the Vermont copper 
most frequently encountered and it accounts for some 15-20 per cent of the 
Vermonts extant today. 

Coppers were minted at both Rupert and Machin’s Mill in 1788. Those 
struck at Machin ’s Mill are usually identifiable by a star in the legend on the 
obverse, reverse, or both. None of the coins struck at Rupert have stars in the 
legend. Another way to identify the 1788 Vermont coppers struck at Machin’s 
Mills is to look for an undertype. Most of those coins were struck over Irish 
halfpence dated 1781 or 1782. 

Coinage continued at Rupert until early 1 789 when the facility closed and the 
dies were taken to Machin’s Mill. Coinage continued at Machin’s Mill probably 
until 1 790 when the value of copper fell so low that it was no longer profitable to 
mint the coins. All coins minted in 1 789 and 1 790 were dated 1 788 except for 1 
mule of a Vermont obverse and a 1785 Immune Columbia reverse. The final 
Vermont coppers minted at Machin’s Mill were generally of low quality. They 
were struck on light weight, imperfect planchets from worn, damaged, and 
muled dies . 

There are 32 known varieties of the bust coppers which were produced from 
20 obverse dies and 21 reverse dies. Twenty varieties were struck at Rupert 
and 13 were struck at Machin ’s Mill. One variety, RR-25, was struck at both 
mints. In 1976, Bressett estimated that there were only about 4,000 bust -type 
Vermonts remaining extant. Whether or not this estimate is realistic, it should 
be noted that new specimens show up from time to time. Bressett’s upper-bound 
estimates might be better viewed as lower-bound estimates today. 

Most of the information given above was drawn from Ken Bressett’s fine 
article on Vermont coppers in Studies on Money in Early America, a 1976 
publication of the American Numismatic Society. The other source of information 
came from Crosby's The Early Coins of America. 
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The following table was derived from Bressett’s article: 


Mint 

Rupert 


Design -type 


Year 


Number of 
varieties 


Estimated pieces 
exist ant 


Machin's Mill 


T otal 
* 


Plow 

1 785 

3 

300-350 

1 786 

3 

400-475 

Bust 

1 786 

3 

220-270 

1 787 

5 

390-520 


1 788 

12 

900-1 1 1 0 

Bust 

1787 

1 

600-800 


1 788 

12* 

1 000-1 200 



38 

3810-4720 


One variety from same die combination as used at Rupert mint 

************* 


new candidates FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last 
issue of P-W. Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual 
are received by the Membership Committee before the November issue of P W, 
all will be declared elected to full membership at that time . Chairman of the 
Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

45215. .. .. 

Member Number 


Monceaux, Alan 

Cypress, CA 

2343 

Hermann, Gerard M. 

Brooklyn, NY 

2344 

Rose, Daniel 

New Baltimore, MI 

2345 

Woolson, Rodney R . 

Oswego, NY 

2346 

Oren, Martin 

Philadelphia, PA 

2347 

Peck, Jeff (Reinstate) 

King of Prussia, PA 

0067 

Butler, David L. 

Houston, TX 

2348 

Hettger, Henry T . 

Arlington, VA 

2349 

Schmall, David (Reinstate) 

Silver Spring, MD 

0831 

Borkenstein, William 

Kalamazoo, MI 

2350 

Blisard, Noel 

Germantown, MD 

2351 

Peterson, Jerry 

Wiittier, CA 

2352 

Finn, Michael G. 

Oak Ridge, TN 

2353 

Mituzas, Donald 

Mamaroneck, NY 

2354 

Long, Thomas C. 

Cincinnati, OH 

2355 

Bisordi, Raymond L. 

Burbank, CA 

2356 

Whaley, Samuel E. Ill 

Wakefield, RI 

2357 

Carmichael, Halbert 

Raleigh, NC 

2358 

Palace, Donald, Dr. 

Lexington, KY 

2359 

Brown, Bob 

Lynnwood, WA 

2360 

Twiss, Richard S. 

Seattle, WA 

2361 

Casagrande, Scott 

Duxbury, MA 

2362 

Whealton, Ira L., Jr. 

Forest Hill, MD 

2363 


************* 
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NEW SPECIMEN OF 1793 NC6 FOUND!!! 


Jim Bergman 

Ever since I started to collect large cents, I have wanted to find a non- 
collectible. Recently, my dreams turned to reality. It all started when my 
father and I took our weekly trip to the local coin shop. At first, we were 
pretty disappointed at the fact that there was nothing in the way of nice large 
cents on the bid board. About that time, one of the men who worked at the 
coin shop called us over to take a look at a couple of large cent rarities. 

(Little did he know how rare!) 

The first coin I saw was the ugliest Wreath cent in existence. The second 
coin was the exact opposite. It was a low grade 1793 Liberty Cap cent without 
any major problems. I pulled out my copy of PENNY WHIMSY and started to 
attribute the coin. Within several minutes, I had it attributed (or so I thought) 
as a S— 1 6 which is R6+. It seemed like a bargain at the price I was quoted. 

I quickly went to my money source (my father) and bought the coin. My father 
and I left the coin shop feeling very happy - after all, what could be better than 
turning up a R6+ large cent? 

I had the coin for a day, at which time my father and I became rather 
skeptical of my attribution of the coin. We sat down and took another really 
good look at the coin, and we discovered a few things which just didn’t fit. 

I started to worry that maybe the coin wasn't as rare as I had first thought. 
After awhile, however, I noticed that this coin didn't look like any of the coins 
shown on the plates in Sheldon's book. 

Then it was that my father recalled something he had seen in PENNY-WISE 
about a new variety of the 1 793 Liberty Caps. Frantically, we dug through the 
back issues of P-W until we found the issue containing an article by Ted 
Naftzger on his discovery of a new 1793 Liberty Cap NC6. (See PENNY-WISE 
for March 15, 1978, consecutive issue number 65, pages 54-59.) 

In the article, Mr. Naftzger listed 7 points which identified his new 
obverse, as follows: 

1 . A bead is minutely left of center of the I in LIBERTY. 

2. The center of the upright of T is below the space between 
two be ads . 

3. This is the only obverse die on which a bead is centered 
directly above the loop of R in LIBERTY. 

4. This is the only obverse die which has the bases of BER in 
line, and with ER nearly touching at their bases . 

5. This is the only obverse die with the 7 in the date pointing 
directly to a bead, and is closer to the bead than on any 
other obverse. 

6. The heavy, blunt pole is less than half its own width away 
from the bust, and points directly at the center of a bead . 
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7 . There are 96 beads on the obverse border, whereas the 
other three obverses have 95 (S-12 and S-13) and 97 
(S-1 4, S— 1 5, andS-16) respectively. 

Carefully, we checked them off on <xir coin, one by one, and it was "YES" 
to all seven. The reverse was Sheldon's Rev. L. Anxiously, we turned the 
page in P-W to the enlarged photos of Mr. Naftzger's coin on page 59.^ 

Eureka! We had found the second known specimen of the 1 793 NC6! ! ! 

Mr. Naftzger found his discovery coin in January, 1978 and he reported 
his find on February 10, 1978 to the EACers gathered in Los Angeles for the 
annual show, EAC '78. He graded the discovery piece as VG8. 

1 qrade my coin as G4. It is medium brown in color. The obverse is 
evenly struck and well centered. The date and LIBERTY are bold, with all 
but three beads showing . The reverse is slightly weaker because of swelling 

of the obverse die . 

Mr. Naftzger's discovery coin was the first new variety of 1 793 Liberty 
Cap cents to appear in more than 100 years. More than 7 years have elapsed 
since that time, and now the second of that variety has been found. When and 
who will find the third? 

************* 

ANSWERS TO DRAPED BUST QUIZ 
John C . Hoyler 

I am pleased to report that 5 of our members responded to my quiz which 
appeared in the July issue of P— W. They were: 

Jeff Rock Barry Kurian 

Mike Packard Mike Schmidt 

Joe T omasko 

All participants had good papers, but, as always, there must be a winner 
Joe Tomasko beat everyone with a score of 1 1 5 points out of a possible 1 25. 

Whether or not you responded, if you enjoyed the quiz, please let me or 
Dr. Lapp know; and I will try to do another quiz in a future issue of P-W. 

Here are the answers: 

1 . Obverse 8, reverse 0, NC3 1796 

2. Obverse 21, reverse T, S-1 43 1797 

3. S— 266, 1804 

4. S-274 

5. 1806, S-270 

6. S-267 

7. S-254 or S-255 

8. Reverse K 

g. Reverse L, S-241 
10. Obverse 19, NC4 

Bonus: Newly discovered NC8 of 1 797 . 

************* 


- 261 


XIX /1 1 0 


BOOKS ON COPPER WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD - Part 2 

Jeff Rock 


Breen, Walter H. , "A Complete Course in Numismatics," published by 
the short-lived United States Numismatic Association, no date, /u 
oaves, no illustrations, card covers. Gives valuable tips on grading 
U.S. coins, including half and large cents, as well as characteristics 
of date and variety. Very little in the way of historical or die- variety 
information, but a very useful supplement to the A. N. A. grading gui , 
Photograde and others. Quite scarce, missing in several larger librar- 
ies, but, oddly enough, in very little demand, perhaos because of its 
relative obscurity. When offered, the price is usually around $25. 


by the United States Mint, 1817- 
20, Numbers 2 and 3 of the Coin 
Great background reading, and 


to Breen's Encyclopedia of proof coins. Available 


Breen- Walter H. , "Proof Coins Struck 
1921." originally published as Volume 
Collector’s Journal, 1953, 48 pages 
as a direct link to Breen's 
for under $10. 

Breen, Walter H. , "The United States patterns of 1 792 , " originally 
published as Volume 21, Number 2 of the Coin Collector's Journal. 1954, 
16 pages. Of especial interest in that this is the first time that 
the engraver of the 1793 half cents was identified as the same one who 
engraved the obverse die of the 1792 pattern disme. Required reading 
for anyone interested in the early history of coinage of the United 
States. Available for around $10. 

Breen, Walter H. , "Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of United States and 
Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977," FCI Press, Albertson, NY, 1977, 

324 pages, extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. _A 
milestone numismatic reference, presenting an abundance of historical 
data and hitherto unnubli shed information on the proofing process. 
Photographs of some of the most gorgeous coins imaginable are presented, 
of uniformlv high quality. Pieces known to have once 
still held in) famous collections are listed, as well as 
by the author over 30 years of research. One minor draw- 


and all are 
resided (or 
pieces seen 


(J J. C L C D P C oil '-'.7 u, vx uiiw j. %/ _ 

back with the book is that someone in the publishing process got a 


lit- 


tle too carried away with 
details such as wire rims 
tributed in quantity, the 
in numismatic literature. 
$50. Another must book. 


the scissors when trimming the photos--many 
and knife edges were lost. Although dis- 
book has become one of the modern rarities 
Don't expect to find a copy for less than 


Breen, Walter H. . "Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of. United States 
Half Cents, 1793-1857," American Institute of Numismatic Research. 
1983, 500 pages, superb photographs by Jaok Collins, including a. 
date set in full color. O.K., the controversy has raged over this 
book in the pages of P-W and elsewhere for too long of a 
is not the definitive work, nor was it ever claimed that 
does have its drawbacks, including missing photos in the 


is 


and incomolete condition census data, but it 
definitive work ever published on this neglected 
a symbiotic relationship with the Cohen work and 
appearing in P-W, one will have virtually all of 
available . Until something better comes along, 
you have, or work to improve it. 

"the beginning collector, but the 


the book provides make it a bragain at any price. 


time. It 
it was- It 
grading guide 
by far, the most 
series. If used, in 
the various articles 
the information 
be satisfied with what 
The price tag of $60 may scare off 
research and photographic delights 


Bushnell , Charles I., "An Arrangement of Tradesmen s Cards, Political 
tokens. Also Election Medalets, &c. Current in the Uni ted_ States of 
America for the Last Sixty Years, Described from the Originals, Chiefly 
in the Collection of the Author. With Engravings," New York, Ny, 
privately printed, 1858 , 118 pages, 4 engraved plates of tokens, oc- 
casionally found with an engraved frontispice and facsimile signature 
of Bushnell. one leaf of advertisements. The first attempt at list- 
ing these pieces in any sort of logical fashion, and one of only 
three numismatic works penned by one of the most famous nineteenth 
century collectors. Quite scarce, copies generally fetch $ 15 U- 2 UU. 


Buttrey, Theodore V., editor, "Coinage of the Americas," American 
Numismatic Society, New York, NY, 1973, 139 pages, scattered halftone 
illustrations. The two chapters of interest to an EAC er would be 
the one written by Eric Newman covering colonial coinages and one by 
Walter Breen covering United States issues. Although no new or earth- 
shattering information is presented, the articles do make enter- 
taining reading. Copies are still available from the A.N.S. for $7.50 
plus $ 1 . 50 postage. 


Chapman, Samuel 
delphia, 1923, 
printed of this 
rect the numero 
In 1926, a seco 
only 200 copies 
second edition, 
rarity in its o 


H., "The United States Cents of the Year 1794," Phila- 
29 pages, 4 Phototype plates. Over 50 copies were 
first edition, but all of them were recalled to cor- 
us mistakes. An original would be in the $1000 class, 
nd edition was published, probably to the tune of 

with many of the older mistakes being repeated. Tne 
although not in the same class as the first, is a 
wn right. Copies have fetched around $200. 


Clain-Stefanelli , Elvira and Vladimir, "The Beauty and Lore of Coins, 
Currency and Medals," Riverwood Publishers Limited, Croton-On-Hudson, 
NY, 1974, 256 pages, extensive halftone illustrations throughout the 
text. A beautifully produced book, with photographs of some. of. the 
most eye-popping coins around. Loaded with information, this is 
yet another book that should be included in every library. The 
mouth-watering photographs of some of the coins . held in the Smith- 
sonian make the book well worth the $15-25 it will cost. 


Clapp, George H. , "The United States Cents of the Years 1798-99," 
Sewickley, 1931. 64 pages, two photographic plates. The first in 
what was to eventually become a series of monographs written by 
Clapp and/or Howard Rounds Newcomb on the dates of 1795-1 81 4* Ninety 
copies were printed of the regular edition, and they. sell for around 
$400 and up. Ten presentation copies with leather bindings were 
also prepared, and their value is purely speculative, probably well 
over the $1000 mark. 

Clapp, George H. , "The United States Cents, 1 804-1 81 4," published 
by Wayte Raymond as Number Eight in the Coin Collector Series, 1941, 
12 pages with two halftone plates. Mainly a revision of the earlier 
works, most notably Proskey/Doughty. Not a scarce work, generally 
available for under $20. 

Clapp, George H. and Newcomb, Howard R., "The United States Cents of 
the Years 1795, 1796, 1797 and 1800," American Numismatic Society, 

New York, NY, 1947, 74 pages, 4 photo graphic plates . A very con- 
cise, well-written work. Fairly scarce, copies generally sell at 

the $1 50 level . 
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Cohen, Roger S., "American Half Cents, the 'Little Half Sisters, 
Bethesda, g MD, 1971, 105 pages, many + h a 1 ft° ne iliustrations. The first 
edition of the Cohen work, the first book published since Gilbert s 
to have any affect on the numismatic fraternity. The book does pro- 
vide a working emission sequence, something never before published. 

The photos are of fairly low quality. Available for around ^ 5. The 
greatly expanded second edition, published by Wigglesworth & Ghatt Co., 
Arlington, VA, 1982, consists of 131 pages, improves on the rarity 
ratings and the condition census. The photographs are of a much 
higher quality, and a section on the history of collecting provides 
good backgrouns. Excellent die descriptions. Still available from 
dealers in the $25-35 range. 


Comparette, Thomas Louis, 
Numismatic Collection 
Pa.," U.S. Government 

1912, 1913, 19U, 634 

volume catalogues all 
the Philadelphia Mint 


"Catalogue of Coins, Tokens and 


Medals in the 

of the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C.. Three editions, 
to 694 pages, each with 15 plates. This hefty 
of the numismatic items in the collection of 
(now held at the Smithsonian Institute). Very 
little^background information is provided, and, unfortunately, some 
of what is presented is not totally accurate. .One of the reasons for 
the book's relative obscurity is that the listing of.U.S. pieces (in- 
cluding colonials, territorial pieces and patterns) is covered in only 
100 pages. The second edition seems, by a small margin, to be p he 
most difficult to find, although all three should be available m the 

$50-80 range. 

Crosby, Sylvester Sage, "The Early Coins of America: and the Laws Gov- 
erning their Issue. Comprising also Descriptions of the Washington 
Pieces, the Anglo-American Tokens, Many Pieces of Unknown Origin, 
the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, and the First _ Patterns of 
the United States Mint," published by William T.R. Marvin, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 1875, 381 pages, 2 fold out plates of manuscript doc- 
uments, 10 Heliotype plates and 110 line engravings _ th £°ug h °ut the 
text The classic work on colonial numismatics, this book should e 
a mandatory part of every numismatists library. Every piece of mean- 
ingful research on colonial numismatics since 1875 has had its begin- 
ning in Crosby's magnum opus. It was presumed that only 350 copies 
were printed/but in 1887 Lyman H. Low announced that 500 _ were pro- 
duced, and that he had purchased the unsold amount. Originally is- 
sued in twelve parts, the work was offered at $12 unbound and $1 5 
bound. Low's copies were offered at about half that price. Copies 
are occasionally found with an 1878 date; these were probably just un- 
sold copies issued with a new title page, as the text is identical t 
the 1875 work. An additional plate was prepared by Dr . Edward Maris 
in 1876, which illustrated 48 varieties of Connecticut, Vermont and 
New Jersey corners. Very few copies of Crosby contain this plate. An 
original Crosby now sells in the $400-750 range, about half of what 
it sold for a few years ago. Several reprints have been produced, the 
first by R. Green, Chicago, in 1945- This edition was limited to 5 
copies, all of which sold quickly. This reprint now commands about 
$100. TAMS issued a reprint in 1965, duplicating the personal copy 
of California numismatist Ralph A. "Curly" Mitchell. In 1970 Burt 
Franklin issued a reprint In a slightly reduced format. 1974 saw a 
high quality reprint issued by Quarterman Publications, with the added 
bonus^f an^introduction by Eric P. Newman. In 1983 a very low quality 
reprint was issued by Sanford J. Durst, and, in 1984, the best reprint 
of P the lot was issued, again, by Quarterman Publications. Prices for 
these reprints vary from $25 to $50. 
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Crosby, Sylvester Sage, "The United States Coinage of 1793 Cents and 
Half Cents. Descriptions of the Various Dies Bearing That Date, with 
Notes on the Establishment of the Mint," reprinted from the American 
Journal of Numismatics, 1897. 36 pages. 4 plates. An expansion of an 
earlier article by Crosby and J.N.T. Levick which appeared in the April, 
1869 issue of AJN. Only 200 copies were printed, and these usually 
command $100-150. Several reprints have also been produced, the only 
ones I have information on are the three produced in 1933, one by 
Wayte Raymon4> which consisted of the plates only (these usually sell 
for around $10), and a pair by Lee F. Hewitt, one with heavy paoer 
covers and halftone plates which sells for around $20 and the other 
with green cloth covers and photographic plates. The last piece is 
quite rare and usually fetches $100. 

DeWitt, J. Doyle, "Alfred S. Robinson, Hartford Numismatist," Connect- 
icut Historical Society, 1968, 28 pages, several halftone illustrations 
throughout text. Describes and illustrates some of the medallic issues 
of Al-f red S. Robinson, a prolific numismatist of the Civil War era. 

Also includes information on struck copies of colonial coins. Good 
background reading, quite entertaining, and easily affordable at the 
current $2.50 price tag. 

Dickeson, Montroville W. , "The American Numismatic Manual," Philadelphia 
Pa. Three editions, 1859, I860 and 1865, ranging from 265 to 271 
pages with 19 or 20 metallic-tinted lithographic plates. This was. 
the first "collector's bible," attempting to give a complete . overview 
of American numismatics between two covers. The Manual, as it was 
familiarly called, presented much information not found elsewhere, 
and has served as a starting point^of sorts for subsequent research. 
Unfortunately, not all of the information presented is totally accurate, 
many of the errors found in it are directly traceable ^o inaccurate and 
incomplete early mint records and rumors of the day. As it was a pop- 
ular book it was printed in (then) record numbers, and many have sur- 
vived to this day (although not all in good antiquarian condition). 

The current price range of $150-225 does not accurately reflect the 
significant impact this pioneering work had on American numismatics. 

A scarce variant of the third edition was issued by Lippincott & Co. . 
after they had run out of plates, these are usuallv found marked "With- 
out Plates" on the spine, and sell for around $50-75. 

Doughtv, Francis Worcester, "The Cents of the United States. A 
Numismatic Study." Scott Stamp and Coin Co., New York, NY, 1890, 115 
pages, two tables (one a fold out), 4 line engraved plates and il- 
lustrations throughout the text. Doughty, a hack writer who special- 
ized in fiction for young boys, basically reprinted a series of ar- 
ticles penned by David Proskey in the Coin Collector's Journal from 
1879-1883, later revised in 1887-8. Proskey, a very outspoken col- 
lector/dealer, was very unpopular, especially with Ed Frossard, who 
was already carrying on feuds with W. Elliot Woodward, J.W. Scott and 
various other dealers. Originals, of which possibly only 200 copies 
were printed, sell for around $125. In 1934 Holland A. Davis, 

Denver, Colorado, issued a reprint which can be had for around $25. 
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Durst, Sanford J., "Comprehensive Guide to American Colonial Coinage," 
New York, NY, 1976, 154 pages, several low quality halftone photos 
scattered throughout the text. The title is misleading in that the 
work is anythin^ but comprehensive. Descriptions of various pieces 
are quite sketchy, often covering more than one variety. The photo- 
graphs are bad enough to make them worthless as an attribution aid. 

The one saving feature of the book, a record of auction listings of. 
various varieties, is virtually worthless in that many notable auctions 
have been omitted, and that the information presented is not always 
accurate. Of little value to the colonial specialist, it may have 
some to the beginner. Available for around $10, although not seriously 
reccomended . 

Durst, Sanford J, publisher, "Early American Copper Anthology," New. 
York, NY, 1977, 544 pages, several low quality halftone plates. This 
work reprints eleven major monographs on half and large cents in 

entirity. No new information, additions or corrections are pro- 
vided. The unfortunately low quality of the plates make them all 
but worthless for attribution. At a price of around $30, the work 
is a good source for the more expensive monographs, which do make 
fascinating reading. 

Evans, George G. , "Illustrated History of the Uni ted . States Mint, 

With a Complete Description of American Coinage," Philadelphia, PA, 
many editions throughout the 1880's and 1890’s, averaging. around 160 
pages, all with plates and line illustrations. Entertaining reading, 
s-iving valuable information on the mint, minting process, the of- 
ficials in charge of the Mint, notes on coinages of foreign countries, 
descriptions of some United States coins, several plates of coins 
(including colonials, half cents and large cents) with valuations 
under each. Invaluable for the photographs pf Mint Directors and 
short biographies alone. Well worth the $20-50 price tag. The 
most in-demand issue is the one issued in 1892 for the U.S. Mint 
Centennial . 

Frey, Albert R., "Dictionary of Numismatic Names with a Glossary of* 
Numismatic Terms in English, French, German, Italian, Swedish," 
originally published in the American Journal of Numismatics, 1917, 
later in book form,- New York, NY, 1947. Perhaps the best. numismatic 
dictionary every written in English. It belongs i n the library of 
every collector. Scarce, copies generally selling for over $100. 

Frossard, Edouard, "Monograph on United States Cents and Half Cents, 
Issued between the Years 1793 and 1857; To Which is Added a Table of 
the Principle Coins, Tokens, Jetons, Medalets, Patterns of Coinage 
and Washington Pieces, Generally Classified Under the Head. of Colonial 
Coins. A Contribution to the Numismatic History of the United States. 
Illustrated by Nine Heliotype Plates, from Originals," Irvington-on- 
Hudson, NY, 1879, 58 pages, 9 heliotype plates. The first eight plates 
illustrate some of the finest half and large cents from the collections 
of Lorin G. Parmalee and George W. Merritt (whose collection Frossard 
sold in 1879). Descriptions after 1794 are all but useless. Only 
300 copies were printed, and prices for existant volumes range from 
$200 to $300. 
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Ti’rossard. Edouard and Hays, W.W., "Varieties of United States Cents 
of the Year 1794. Described and Illustrated," New York, N7 printed 
by the authors. 18 pages, 1 double-page Phototype plate. 56_ varieties 
were described and illustrated, the varieties now set forth m Hays 
numbers. In 1910, Thomas Elder issued a reprint, the text now oc- 
cupying 26 pages, and' illustrated from coins in the collection of 
Ebenezer Gilbert. The Gilbert-Elder edition, as it is known, also 
added three new varieties. The. -original Fro ssard-Hays work was a 
limited edition of 250 copies, and most now sell at well over VUU. 

The Gilbert-Elder reprint, of which perhaps 300 were printed, sells 
for under $75. 


Furst, Moritz, "Medals Made in America," reprinted from "The Numis- 
matist", 1954. This work lists some 42 medals made by Furst who was 
an active engraver from about 1811 to 1840. Although not a Min 
employee, he did work there on a comission basis from 1808 to 18jB. 
The reprint contains several halftone illustrations and is still 
available from the A.N.A . library for around $2. 


Gilbert, Ebenezer and Elder, Thomas L. , "The Varieties of United 
States Cents of 1796," Thomas L. Elder, New York, NY, 1909, 12 pages, 
2 Phototype plates, occasionally found with a one-page addendum en- 
titled "New Varieties of 1 796 Cents" . The descriptions 
varieties were taken from notes made by Gilbert, which 
tended for publication, being incomplete and, in a few 
accurate, as a total of 13 varieites listed are either . 
duplications of other varieties. Perhaps the most confusing work 
on 1796 cents ever printed! This edition usually . sell s for around 
$50, those with addendum sheets(s) laid in go a bit higher. 


of the various 
were not in- 
instances, in- 
unknown or 


Gilbert, Ebenezer, "The United States Half Cents, From the First Year 
of Issue, in 1 793, to the Year When Discontinued, 1 857.’ All Dates 
and Varieties Described and Illustrated," The Elder Numismatic Press, 
New York, NY, 1916, 43 pages, 6 photographic plates. Hurriedly pro- 
duced, the book contains a higher- than-average number of errors. No 
historical data is provided, and a rarity scale is never defined, but 
in spite of the books shortcomings, it remained the standard f® f frence 
for over 60 years. Half cents are still occasionally found attributed 
to Gilbert numbers, and at least one major auction house lists both 
Gilbert and Cohen numbers in their catalogues. . Two sets of plates 
were produced for this work, one in a matte finish, the other glossy. 
Original copies, with a one-page supplemental plate, are quite scarce, 
realizing $200-300. Copies without the supplemental plate, bound 
shortly before and for a while after Elder's death (from warehouse 
copies) sell for around $100. Several reprints have been produced, 
these can usually be distinguished by the blurred image on some of 
the coins in the plates. The most modern reprints, and the ones most 
frequently seen, are weak at the lower corners of Plates III and IV. 
Reprints can be had for $5-15. 


Guttag Brothers, "Cents of New Jersey," no date, an extract reprinted 
from an earlier Guttag Bros, publication, probably "Coins of _ the Amer- 
ica's." This work presents short descriptions and line drawings of 
some 124 varieties of New Jersey coppers, a few unlisted by Maris. 

The drawings, made from original coins, are sometimes quite . crude . Uf 
little use for attribution, but a nice companion. to the Maris wor . 
Copies can be found for $15-25. with some searching. 
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PHILIP F. VAN CLEAVE — AN EARLY CENT COLLECTOR'S CHRONOLOGY 

Darwin B. Palmer, Jr. 


Like many coin collectors, Phil Van Cleave started collecting coins by 
searching for Indian and Lincoln cents in circulation. His best small cent finds 
came from the neighborhood butcher shop in his home town of Urbana, Illinois. 
Two maiden ladies who kept the till at the tubcher shop permitted young Phil to 
search through the change each Saturday when he accompanied his father to the 
shop. Phil's father was a zoology professor at the University of Illinois. This 
zoological influence gave Phil the identification and classification syndrome for 
both living and non-living objects. 

With parental support, Phil participated in several auctions, 1934-38, offered 
by prominent dealers of that era, John Zug and B. Max Mehl. These auction 
pursuits yielded large cents attributed by Doughty numbers and Andrews numbers. 
Information cards were kept on each large cent. An affinity to collect by variety 
and to keep records was in effect. Thus, a pedigree appreciation was developed, 
and most of these cents are still in his collection . 


Later, severe allergies forced Phil to move to the southwest. Early in his 
career with the National Park Service, he met his bride-to-be, Winifred. He 
continued federal service through interesting assignments, leading to the 
capstone as Chief Park Naturalist of Carlsbad Caverns National Park. He 
retired in December, 1976 after 12 years there, completing 35 years of 
government service. 


Southwestern life and its paucity of early cents necessitated periodic 
participation in auctions as well as watching the numismatic publications in order 
to obtain new additions. This acquisition process included successful bidding in 
many auctions (Mayflower, Merkin, New Netherlands, Paramount, Stack s) 
from 1 964 until 1 977 . 


A great number of scarce varieties were acquired during the late 1960's and 
early 1970's. The collecting stimulus was due in part to the influence of the 
Early American Coppers Club and to the enthusiasm of John D. Wright. 
Undoubtedly, Dr. Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY and family encouragement convinced 
Phil to go for the scarce varieties, once the funds became available. 

The Merkin 'Helfenstein sale' (1964) provided an unparalleled opportunity 
to obtain some elusive varieties in a round-about way. C. Douglas Smith 
decided to finance his Helfenstein purchases by divesting himself of his 1 794 cent 
variety collection. Phil purchased many of those 1 794's from the December, 

1965 advertisement by Henry J. Berube of Cincinnati, Ohio. This explains the 
numerous cents bearing a Smith, Bonard, Berube, Van Cleave pedigree. 


Collecting in the 1970's led to the inevitable trade with Denis Loring . In 
this trade, Denis obtained examples of S-12, S-218, and cash necessary to help 
complete his famous variety set and Phil obtained nice specimens of S-94, 118, 
and 215. Later, Phil made perhaps his best trade with W.R.T. Smith when 
he parted with a very desirable specimen of S-37 (ex Copley Coin Co. , C.D. 
Smith, Bonard, Berube) and got the NCI of 1 798 (ex Newcomb, Macallister, 
Hughes, Loring, Shalowitz, Adams, D. Wright, C. D. Smith) and a replacement 
S-37 which Alphabet (Smith) rescued from the Cape Kennedy Medals (Morley 
collection) in 1975. Both collectors were quite pleased with the coup. 
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Discussions with Phil govc mo into nmot ion shout his tsvonito conts. 
very special addition to the collection was the S-15. Variety collectors know 
how difficult it is to obtain that cent. Phil's chance came when Dorothy 
Paschal's collection was dispersed by Ray Chatham in 1977. Ray appreciated 
true collectors and although he could have sold the S-15 to several people, he 
offered it first to Phil. Phil was happy to obtain this coin not only because he 
lacked the variety, but also because it is the "Discovery Specimen" of the 
variety illustrated in 1869. It was owned by Crosby, Dr. Hall, Brand, Clapp, 
the ANS Museum, and Mrs. Paschal. Since ANS had much better example, 
Mrs. Paschal was able to exchange an NC (NC— 2 of 1800) that ANS lacked for 
the S— 1 5 . Phil considers the NC— 2 of 1798 as his single best cent. It combines 
rarity and attractiveness with the thrill of discovery and remains finest known 
of five examples. Phil obtained the NC-2 from B. Max Mehl in 1934. Max 
called it D-132, now S-173. Evidently, Max did not recognize the variety for 
what it was, perhaps because several other 1798's have a very similar die- 
break or maybe because the "NC— 2" was first published in Clapp's 1931 
monograph on 1 798—99 cents . 

By 1977 the Van Cleave collection numbered 293 Sheldon varieties, 7 sub- 
varieties and 1 5 NCs . It was also in 1 977 that he attended his first EAG 
Annual Meeting and met prominent EAG members: Ted Naftzger, Herb 
Silberman, Robbie Brown, C. Douglas Smith, Walter Breen, and Denis 
Loring. He showed his NCs and R-7 varieties to several appreciative viewers. 
He also examined a specimen of the rarest numbered Sheldon variety (S-79) 
brought for collector amusement by Ted Naftzger. 

Author's Comments 

Phil's collecting goals, persistence, and appreciation of the early cents 
has been an inspiration to me for the past 12 years. Phil enjoys the early 
cents for their historical value, aesthetic Qualities, and their elusiveness as 
opposed to their dollar value. He never parted with a cent unless it would add 
to the completeness of his collection. Few collectors really appear to like the 
coins they own like Phil does. He exemplifies the early cent collector. 

************* 


JOEL W. SPINGARN 1 535 Forest Avenue Baldwin, NY 11510 


Sheldon- "Penny Whimsy" 

$35. 

Maris-"Coins of NJ" 

$12 

Newcomb-"U . S . Copper Cents 181 6- 

■57" 36. 

Miller-"State Coinage of Conn . " 

20 

Loring- "Varieties of U . S . L/C" 

26. 

Nelson-"Co inage of Wm. Wood" 

5 

Kessler- "The Fugio Cents" 

15. 

Ryder-"Colonial Coins of VT" 

8 

Cohen- "Amer. Half Cents" 2nd ed. 

26. 

Ryder-"Copper Coins of Mass . " 

5 

Crosby-"Early Coins of Amer." 

36. 

Breen-"Ency . of U . S . Half Cents 

A 

00 

Durst- "EAC Anthology" 

CD 

CO 

Fuld-"Guide to Civil War Store 


Durst- "Comprehensive Guide to 

Amer. Colonial Coinage" 

15. 

Cards" 

40 

Shipping charge - $2. for 1st book. 

, plus $ 

.50 for each additional book, sent 



UPS. Please supply street address - no box number. 

* ************ 


- 269 - 


XIX /1 1 0 


the naive dealer 

Michael C. Moline 

I am a new member of the Early American Coppers group. As owner of 
Advance Coin and Stamp Company of Beverly Hills, CA, I am taking the time 
to write this article to let you know the real dealer outlook towards early U.S. 
copper. 

I have always thirsted for numismatic knowledge ever since I was a little 
boy in the world of big coin dealers. At a very young age, I learned that the 
real education was not with the owners of coin shops but with fellow collectors. 

As a youngster, I spent all of my free time in the local coin stores, trying to 
find teachers. I started to work in a store in North Hollywood, just to be able 
to hang around. I worked for 10 cents per hour which I'll never forget, since 
the minimum wage at the time was $1 .35 per hour. My love for coins, even as 
a young boy of 1 1 , was that strong. It turned out to be the best business 
decision that I have ever made. By working in the store, I was able to meet 
most of the local dealers - this allowed me to pick their brains, trying to 
quench my thirst for knowledge, but I never fully got what I needed to know. 

Coin dealers as a whole just don't know the answers to specific numismatic 
questions. They are experts on price and usually experts on genuiness. There 
are, of course, exceptions to this statement. But usually the emphasis is on 
price and profit, not on numismatics. One example comes to mind, and he is a 
local dealer named Abner Kreisberg. Mr. Kreisberg had almost all of the 
answers, and he taught me many things about nimismatic ethics. The two most 
important things which he taught me were: how to conduct myself among coin 
dealers by being interested, not interesting. The second lesson was to research 
my questions to the fullest, even before asking them — then ask a specialist. 

Coin dealers today seem to have that age-old theory of "I don't care what the 
coin is, I just want to know how much can I sell it for." This is the tragedy of 
today's numismatic market. Very few dealers care about the product or the 
customer. We tend to ignore the coin's historic importance and its numismatic 
beauty - yet we place over-sized views on its monetary value. 

This shortsided dealer-way of thinking can be used to an advantage by 
specific collector markets such as the EAC and the Liberty Seated Coin 
Collectors. As a dealer, I have realized that we are prey to sophisticated 
collectors. There is a virtual mountain of early copper in dealers' inventories 
which is unexplored. You, as collectors, need to get out and tap these dealers 
and help them research these coins. A dealer's biggest single fear is being 
picked off. I don't really blame them for this, but when dealers won't take the 
time to research what they have, they become fair game, right? WRONG! If 
you as collectors want to get to see the fresh material which comes into the 
different shops, you are going to have to share some of your knowledge and 
experience in order to earn their confidence. Most dealers don't need the money 
enough to suffer through the embarrassment of being picked off. Personally, I 
try to take the time to educate myself to understand the rarer varieties and to 
price items accordingly. However, I find it extremely difficult to fully under- 
stand any single market when, as a dealer, I have to be versed in so many. It 
is much easier for the collector to specialize in one of these areas and to 
accumulate knowledge through study. 
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Most dealers look at early American copper coins as if they were the drudge 
of the market. They don’t comprehend the tougher die varieties or the tougher 
dates - they just care about price vs. cost. I guess that type of thinking is okay 
for some, but not for me . I hope to break through and to bridge this gap between 
dealers and sophisticated customers. I find the early U.S. copper to be 
absolutely beautiful. I still have an obligation to make a living, but I truly do 
appreciate the coins for their appearance, not just for the profit. I have talked 
to other dealers about copper coin collectors and I get chuckles for a response. 
They find humor in the different terminology which EAGers use and they don t 
get involved in a net grading system. They feel that the copper market is held 
up by a small group of collectors and that these types of coins will not yield a 
profit to their investors. What they are really saying is that they cannot figure a 
way to promote this market so as to make super -profits . The problem is the 
tremendous amounts of early copper which remains unviewed and unshared. 

I really want to see collectors get more involved with dealers. If they will, 
both will benefit. The dealer will benefit by the collector sharing his attribution 
abilities; the collector will benefit by seeing the fresh material. It would be 
nice to see truly collectable coins in the hands of collectors who will treasure 
them for their beauty and their value, not just for profit. Along with increased 
involvement, dealers need to develop a trust in collectors the same way as 
dealers need their investor customers to trust them. The reason that we have a 
conflict now in the coin world is that this trust both ways has been violated. We 
need to establish new personal trusts starting in this area of U.S. copper so 
that both the collector and the dealer will benefit. 

************* 

ADDITION TO EAC LIBRARY 
Mabel Ann Wright 

Pete Smith has donated two copies of his booklet UNITED STATES 
TURBAN CENTS 1808-1814 to the EAC Library. This booklet was published 
by the American Numismatic Society after Pete presented the work at the 
Coinage of the America's Conference, New York City, last fall. 

************* 
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A REPORT ON MY MIDDLE DATE SURVEY OF LARGE CENT RARITIES 


John Morton 


The results of my middle date survey of large cent rarities show that the 
rarity factors presently assigned to the Newcomb varieties are very near to being 
correct. I received only 20 replies to my request for information, but I do wish 
to thank all of those who took the time to respond. 


I thought that John Wright might be able to use his computer to analyze my 
results so as to get a clearer picture of the findings, but he said that this was not 
possible as the sample was too small. One thing which both John and I agreed 
upon is that there are very few high-grade coppers on the market today because 
so many collectors have discovered the true joy of collecting the old coppers. 
Filling up coin albums with nickels and dimes may be all right, but, to me, there 
is no thrill like the thrill of checking out a Newcomb or Sheldon variety number 
on an unattributed large cent. Counting the leaves and berries, checking for die 
cracks, checking the uneven lettering and their positions in relation to the 
wreath, etc. - ah yes (sigh), what a thrill it is when you find that the piece you 
have just cherrypicked is indeed a rarity! 


There are 65 variety rarities ranging from R4 to unique between 1 81 6 and 
1 839. Of these, a total of 131 coins representing 54 of the varieties were 
reported by those who responded. No coins were reported for 1 1 of the rarity 
varieties. One proof coin was reported, the 1827 N-8, which is unique. It had 
been acquired from the Stack's Starr sale. 


The results of the coins reported are as follows: 


1 81 6 

N-1 

R5 

2 


N-3 

R5 

1 

1 81 7 

N-1 

R4+ 

2 


N-4 

R4- 

2 


N-1 2 

R4- 

4 


N-1 5 

R4- 

7 


N-1 7 

R5- 

3 

1 81 8 

N-2 

R5 

1 


N-4 

R5 

1 


N-8 

R4- 

4 

1 819 

N-4 

R4 

5 


N— 7 

R4+ 

2 

1 820 

N-4 

R4 

None 


N-1 4 

R5 

None 

1 822 

N-1 

R4 

4 


N-7 

R4 

2 


N-8 

R4+ 

3 


N-9 

R5+ 

None 


N-1 2 

R4 

1* 


N-1 3 

R6 

1 

1 824 

N-5 

R5 

1 


1 825 

N-1 

4+ 

1 

1 827 

N— 6 

4- 

8 


N-9 

4 

3 


N-1 0 

5+ 

3** 


N-1 2 

6 

None 

1 828 

N-4 

5 

3 


N-8 

4 

3 


N-9 

4+ 

2 


N-1 2 

5- 

2 

1 829 

N-3 

4- 

1 


N-4 

4+ 

1 


N-7 

4+ 

4 


N-9 

4 

2 

1 830 

N-3 

4- 

6 


N-6 

4 

2 


N-7 

4 

5 


N-9 

7 

None 


N-1 0 

5 

2 


N-1 1 

6 

1 

1831 

N-4 

4 

1 


N-5 

4 

2 


N-1 4 

5 

2 


1 833 

Y 

1 

Z 

4- 

3 

1 834 

N-5 

5 

1 


N-7 

7 

None 

1 835 

N-4 

5 

1 


N-9 

4+ 

1 


N-1 0 

5 

None 


N-1 1 

5+ 

1 


N-1 2 

4+ 

2 


N-1 3 

4 

1 


N-1 8 

6- 

None 


N-1 9 

7 

None 

1 836 

N-4 

4 

3 


N-7 

4 

1 

1 837 

N-1 4 

4 

1 


N-1 5 

4 

4 


N-1 6 

4+ 

3 


N-1 7 

4+ 

1 

1 838 

N-1 4 

6- 

2 


N-1 5 

7 

1* 


N-1 6 

7+ 

None 

1 839 

N-1 2 

4+ 

* * 


N-1 5 

7 

None 
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* indicates that the variety is unverified for 1 coin. 

** indicates that 2 coins of the variety are unverified. 

*** indicates that 1 person owns 4 of the 5 varieties reported. 

The responses came from 14 different states, as follows: 4 from New York; 
2 each from Massachusetts, Iowa, and California; and 1 each from Florida, New 
Jersey, Kansas, Georgia, Ohio, West Virginia, Nebraska, Indiana, and Utah. 
One response was unknown as to its origin. 

************* 
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JOHN BOISE WANTS TO KNOW . . 


CAN ANYONE HELP? 


John Boise 


As a relatively newcomer to the field of large cents, I seem to have run into 
a perplexing problem in the text of Dr. Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY, 1965 
printing - specifically, regarding Reverse R of the year 1800 as paired with 
Obverse 14 (S-208), Obverse 15 (S-209) and Obverse 16 (S-210). 

In the text. Reverse R is first described with Obverse 14, as "usually seen 
with a light crack from middle of right side of R in AMERICA to the bottom of I, 
to base of C, and up through the middle of A to the rim". No die break 
variations are noted for the reverse. 

Next, the pairing of Obverse 15 with Reverse R: die break variations for 
the Reverse R: "Found perfect and with very light rim break under 00 to right 

ribbon end; also light crack from rim to top of AM, through center of ER, near 
the bottom of ICA, and from right foot of A to ribbon end." 

Finally, Reverse R matched with Obverse 1 6: "In this marriage always seen 

with the light crack through AMERICA." 

Now, it seems to me that two entirely different reverse die break 
progressions are herein described in the three pairings: the first Reverse R 
with Obverse 14 and a second Reverse R with Obverses 15 and 1 6. 

In Dr. Sheldon's introduction to the 1 800— dated coins, he states that he has 
followed the Clapp-Newcomb descriptions closely; but in his "Review of the 
Principal Cent Literature", he states that he has adapted his own description to 
the Clapp-Newcomb work. Unfortunately, I do not have access to a later edition 
of Dr. Sheldon's work nor do I have access to the Clapp-Newcomb work. Could 
this be a result of an omission of a reverse designation? 

Insofar as all this curiosity was set about by the purchase of an 1 800 large 
cent with heavily clashed obverse die and the Reverse R as described with 
Obverse 14, is it possible that one of the following may be in order? 


Obviously, the first would result in a new variety of 1 800 cent. The 
second theory would add another reverse to this series, though not absolutely a 
new one . 

To repeat, I am merely pointing out two different die break progressions . 
If they indeed are two different reverse dies, what are the differences? I am 
afraid that I leave more questions than answers, but can anyone help? 


For John Wright's answer to this, turn to "Ask John" further on in this issue. 



OR 



************* 
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A LONE VOICE ON THE PRAIRIE 


Ray Menzel 

There seems to exist, in the land of Lincoln, in the state known as Illinois, 
a feeling among many coin dealers and show dealers that early American 
coppers do not belong. They treat them as if they were a foreign currency 
from some faraway kingdom about which no one has ever heard. 

Although I have collected coins for 30 years, as a beginning collector of 
early American copper, I have found that nothing can match the romance, the 
history, or provoke more intellectual curiosity as much as building a collection 
of copper coins. 

The wonder and excitement involved in holding in my hand a part of this 
country’s beginnings makes me feel special. As I examine some of my large 
cents or Colonial pieces, I often find myself wishing that they could speak. I 
would love to ask them: "Where have you been in the course of your travels? 

Who have you known? How has our country changed since the time of your 
beginning?" If only they could answer. 

In this land of Lincoln, in this state known as Illinois, many respected 
coin shop dealers refuse to carry any inventory at all of early American copper 
because they claim that their customers are not interested in this field of 
collecting. They tell me that copper inventory just sits in their cases gathering 
dust. Many shop owners have actually warned me against 'investing too heavily 
in this area'. 

I recognize that these are tough times for coin shop owners in this part of 
the country. Many dealers feel lucky if they can trade a little gold or silver 
at an out-of-town show every so often. They say that this is what keeps them 
going. 

In the past 5 years, I have seen many local shops close and I have witnessed 
the downgrading or cancellation of many local coin shows. I wonder if this is 
because it is very difficult for the local businessman to compete in the arena 
with giants, or is it because they are not offering that which collectors are 
seeking? 

Where does this leave the beginning copper collector from my part of the 
country? For now, it seems that collectors like myself will have to do 
business by mail. This makes collecting early American coppers difficult. 

I don't profess to understand yet much of the expertise which exists with 
established collectors. 

I sincerely hope that collectors from my land of Lincoln will do more to help 
promote this exciting, romantic area of numismatics . For now, however, I 
can’t help but feel like a 'lone voice on the prairie'. 

(Editor's note: In his covering letter, Ray wrote: "I was lucky to have been 

able to attend the first day of EAC '85 in Chicago, but having just won several 
bids in the Russell B. Patterson sale, my funds were rather limited. It is my 
hope that some EACers from the Chicago area will read my letter and point me 
in the right direction.") 

sic************ 
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EAC MEMBERSHIP STATE-TISTICS - 1985 
William J. Parks 


We started off in 1984 with 1 239 members. We now have members in 49 
states and the membership this year has a total of 1359, showing an increase 
of 20 members. Total membership increased from 1 239 to 1 259 in 1 985. 

The membership in most states increased during the last year. The first 
six states held their place. The most notable change in the top ten - the state 
of Florida went from 10th place to 8th. The first ten highest states in 
membership are the same ten as in 1984. 


Below are the membership figures, computer obtained, by states, as of 


September 1st, 1985: 




1 . 

California 

145 

Washington 

1 7 

2. 

New York 

127 

Oregon 

1 5 

3. 

Pennsylvania 

85 

Georgia 

1 4 

4. 

Ohio 

76 

Arizona 

13 

5. 

Illinois 

69 

Wisconsin 

13 

6. 

New Jersey 

69 

Iowa 

12 

7. 

Michigan 

54 

Kansas 

1 2 

8. 

Florida 

51 

New Hampshire 

12 

9. 

Massachusetts 

47 

Maine 

12 

10. 

T ex as 

43 

Delaware 

11 


Maryland 

38 

Oklahoma 

1 1 


Virginia 

38 

Alabama 

9 


Connecticut 

32 

Tennessee 

9 


Indiana 

29 

West Virginia 

7 


Colorado 

24 

Wyoming 

7 


Missouri 

24 

Arkansas 

6 


Minnesota 

22 

Nebraska 

6 


Kentucky 

21 

Rhode Island 

6 


North Carolina 

19 

Vermont 

6 


Dist. of Columbia 5 
Mississippi 5 

Nevada 5 

New Mexico 5 

South Carolina 5 

Hawaii 
Louisiana 
South Dakota 3 

Alaska 2 

Montana 2 

Idaho 1 

Utah 1 

North Dakota 0 

W. Germany 1 

Saudi Arabia 1 

Israel 1 

Japan 1 

Canada 4 


Now, looking ahead for 1986, we hope to find a lot of new members, 
love them. So, let's all get out and get some new members. 


We 


************* 


In a letter to Rod Burress, Bob Lomprey wrote: "Enclosed is a SASE for 

the mailing of my new EAC membership card when it is ready. If every 
member would do this, it would save considerable time and money for our^ 
officers and organization , both of which could be used for other purposes. 

************* 
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CHRIS VICTOR -McCAWLEY 


P . O . Box 406 


Chandler, OK 74834 
(405) 258-0681 


If you are building a collection of Early Copper, you should be receiving 
my monthly price list. It contains an average 1 6 pages of Colonials, half cents, 
large cents. Hard Times tokens and Civil War tokens. A broad range of 
material is offered in all grades and price ranges. All coins are accurately 
attributed, fairly priced, strictly graded, and guaranteed to meet ANACS 
standards. More important to you, the collector, each coin is guaranteed to 
meet your standards. I will be happy to send a free copy of my current list to 
any EAC member who requests one. 

SPECIAL TO EAC MEMBERS - Breen's HALF CENT ENCYCLOPEDIA 

$47.50 postpaid. 

************* 


I NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

Mike Packard 

As many of you know, I consider myself an aficionado of U .S. half cents. 
I've been collecting those little gems for about 10 years - I guess one could say 
that I have them in my blood. Recently, however, I have become quite taken 
with the copper coins of Massachusetts, especially (you guessed it) with the 
half cents. My interests lie with more than just the coins. I'm also interested 
in the history of these coppers. I have read Crosby's fine work and have used it 
as the basis for a talk which I gave at a recent Mid— Atlantic regional meeting 
and at the ANA show. Ryder's work is rather a disappointment as far as history 
goes. It is basically an attribution guide which is in need of updating and I would 
like to take a try at such an update. 

I would like to know more about the history of Massachusetts coppers (e.g. 
their manufacture, distribution, and circulation) and the principals concerned 
with them (viz. VN&therle, Callender, and Perkins). If any EAC member is 
aware of any material, either published or unpublished, relating to the 
Massachusetts coppers, I would appreciate hearing from him or her. 

In addition, I would also like to take a census of existing Massachusetts 
coppers. I'll start off small - with the half cents. \Mth this article is a 
survey form that I hope EAC members with holdings of Massachusetts half cents 
will fill out and mail to me. Please examine your coins as you fill out the 
form and include die state information under 'comments'. This will assist me 
when I try to determine the emission sequence of the 11 varieties. 

T raditionally, response to these surveys has been less than enthusiastic. 

In an effort to overcome such reluctance to share information, I have minimized 
the effort needed on your part by providing the form at the end of this article. 

I promise to hold all information provided to me in the strictest confidence; 
and here's the clincher — I will provide all those participating in this survey 
with a quick and easy attribution guide for Massachusetts half cents. 

I plan to place census forms for the Massachusetts cents in future issues of 
P-W. If you would like to list your holdings of both cents and half cents at the 
present time, I would be quite delighted. 

Once again, I need a hand with this project. Please help me if you can. 


Census of Massachusetts Half Cents 


Year Variety Number Condition Comments* * 
1787 1-D 

2- A 

3- A 

4- B 


4-C 

4~D 


5-A 


6-A 


6-D 

Unknown 

1788 1-A 


1-B 


Unknown 


*Under comments please mention the existence and location of any die breaks, 
cuds, clash marks, swelling, or any other unusual die characteristics. 

Comments on planchet condition are also welcome. 

Please mail this census list to: Michael Packard 

4905 Village Dr. 

Fairfax, Va. 22030 

Inventories of individual collections will be held in the strictest confidence. 
I would appreciate your name and address so that I can contact you should I 
have questions about selected pieces in your collection. 

(Optional) Your name: 


Address 



more coin shows by motorcycle 

William L. Weeks 

Since my last article in P-W, I have been to coin shows in Clearwater, FL, 
Atlanta, and Birmingham, AL . Except for the Clearwater show, I traveled on 
my motorcycle. In my area, the summer is the best time of the year for coin 
shows. The winters are often so cold that they put a stop to my long-distance 
bike riding. Rain was once a problem, but riding to Athens, GA from 
Charlotte, NC in a continuous downpour quelled my anxiety. Yesterday, eft 
in the rain to attend a show in South Georgia. 

Of the shows mentioned above, the Birmingham A.N.S. was the most 
impressive . The distance from my home is approximately 250 miles one way, 
and I had calculated that I would have to leave home at 5:30 A.M. in order to 
arr j ve by 10:30 A.M. Everything went according to plan, until I realized that 
had forgotten about the time change from Eastern to Mountain time. But 
arriving an hour early presented no real problems. If you ever plan to attend the 
Birmingham show, don't be afraid of not being able to find the Civic Center - 
the parking lot is located under Interstate 20. 

There were approximately 100 dealers present, and I saw several choice 
selections of copper. I remember seeing at least 2 very high grade 1793 half 
cents, but no 1802's. One dealer had a few proofs in the 1840's and 50's. In 
large cents, there were the usual high grade 1794's and 95's. Jack of The 
Collector's Cabinet was there with a new selection of large cents. He had 
something for every budget and interest. By the way, he has sold his S 48. 
Another dealer had bought an estate of large cents and half cents, all unattri— 
buted and in nice grades. My mouth watered and my cherrypicking eyes lit up, 
but he stated that the coins would not be for sale until he had catalogued his 
purchase and figured his cost of each coin. So much for being at the right place 
at the wrong time . 

After I had been at the show for several hours, I attended an investment 
seminar. The speaker was Leon Hendrickson of Silver Towne . Concerning 
coin investments, he advised staying away from MS65 silver dollars. He said 
that if you buy one and keep it a few years, you may find upon trying to sell it 
that the grading standards had changed, causing your 65 to become a 64^. He 
further stated that he wouldn't be afraid to invest in any type of U .S. coin and 
that he felt the prices were right for the collector and investor. His advice was 
to 'buy the best you can afford, but use your head'. Furthermore, he said that 
he liked large cents and half cents and wouldn't be afraid to buy them. Lastly, 
he stated: "Don't be afraid to spend your money on coins. Coins are a liquid 
investment, and I'm sure that any of you here could turn your collections into 
cash in a short time if you needed the money." 

I learned that Mr. Hendrickson had purchased an 1804 silver dollar and 
that he would let any one see it upon request. After his lecture, I hurried to 
his table and was given the opportunity of holding the 'King of American Coins' 
in my humble hands. The thrill was beyond description. The dollar was the 
Dexter specimen which sold for $280,000. in 1981 . Leon is a friend to all 
collectors, and if you're ever at a show when he is present, be sure to visit his 
table. Occasionally, he buys copper collections and will sell them at prices 
which will make you pinch yourself to see if you're dreaming. 
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The other two coin shows which I have attended lately have been less event- 
ful but still worthwhile. In Clearwater, I bought an 1804 C -8 in VF 35 from 
Dwight Morrow of the Koin Korner in Deland, FL whom I've found to be a very 
good person with whom to do business over the years. Presently, he has a nice 
1793 Chain, several other early date large cents, and a selection of Colonials. 
The only other coin that I purchased was an 1 831 N-1 1 in VF. 

In Atlanta, I bought a 1796 Draped Bust S— 92. The coin had FF detail on the 
obverse, but is dark and porous on the reverse. Since I can't afford one of the 
Nichols coins, I decided to buy it and I'm glad that I did. Lastly, at the South 
Georgia show held in Valdosta, I saw an 1828 N-11 in VF and an 1837 N-1 2 in 
nice condition. The Coin Cache, 1023 John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578 
has the two coins for sale . 

I hope that I've entertained and/or helped at least 1 reader to find a coin he 
needs. Recently, I saw an ad in a coin publication where a collector in Arizona 
was seeking a particular coin which I had recently seen in Atlanta. I sent him a 
postcard with the dealer's address on it. About 2 weeks later, I received a letter 
from him expressing his appreciation. It was well worth my 1 4 $ investment. 

************* 

MIKE SCHMIDT'S ATTRIBUTION GUIDE 
John C. Hoyler 

Thanks to the 40 members who responded, indicating a desire to obtain a 
copy of Mike Schmidt’s attribution guide. Mike is doing the final revision 
now, with the publication date set for October 1 , 1985. The guide will be about 
40 pages long and contain the following: 

1 . a Forward 

2 . a rarity scale 

3. a grading guide 

4. detailed instructions for use 

5. a quick finder guide for selected varieties 

6 . attribution guide for all Draped Bust cents 

7. bibliography and acknowledgements 

The guide will be 3-hole punched, produced by offset printing, and mailed 
flat like P-W. The 1st edition will be 100 copies, each of which will be 
numbered and signed by Mike. 

The cost is $5. , plus 66 $ for postage — total $5.66. Dealers who respond 
will be contacted as to quantity prices. Please send payments to Attribution 
Guide, c/ o John C . Hoyler, 4005 Small Boat Court, Louisville, KY 40229. 

************* 

HELP WANTED IN SURVEY OF A PARTICULAR CONNECTICUT COPPER 

To collectors of Connecticut coppers : I presently am conducting a survey 

of Ml 7-0 (1788 Draped Bust left, Obv: AUCTORI CONNLD, Rev: INDL ETLIB) . 
If you do own one, I would appreciate hearing from you. Please mention the 
grade, surfaces, and pedigree of your coin if possible. 

Ed Sarrafian 

941 4 Nashville 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

************* 
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MID- ATLANTIC EAC REGIONAL MEETING 
Mike Packard 


On July 13, 1985 the Mid-Atlantic region of EAC held a meeting in con- 
junction with the Metropolitan Washington (D.G.) Numismatic Association show 
held at the Sheraton Inn in Lanham, Maryland. The following members and 
guests were present: 


Russell E. Aldrich 
Terry Hess 
Joe Kane 
Chris McCawley 


David McGuiness 
Mike Packard 
Darwin Palmer, Jr. 
Jack Pryor 


Jack Robinson 
C. Douglas Smith 
Bob Younglof 
George Waingold 


After the usual round of introductions, Mike announced that future EAC 
meetings are scheduled to be held in conjunction with the ANA Convention in 
Baltimore on August 21 and with the MANA show in Lanham, MD on October 19. 
He then reported on upcoming auctions which promise lots of interest to EAC 
members. He also reported the sad and untimely death of David Sonderman, 
EAC member/dealer who specialized in Colonial coins. 


Only one cherry was reported to have been picked on the bourse. An EAC 
member/dealer purchased an unattributed 1809 C-1 in VF30. That puts it in 
the Condition Census as about the fifth finest known. Needless to say, the five 
half cent collectors at the meeting all expressed their regrets at not seeing 
the coin first. 


Mike then presented the main program. He stated that July 1 , 1985 was 
the 200th anniversary of a very important date in the history of early 
American coppers. He asked if any of those present knew why this date was 
important. None did. 

He then stated that on June 15, 1785 the Vermont Legislature in an Act 
granted Reuben Harmon, Jr. of Rupert, Vermont the exclusive right to coin 
coppers for a period of 2 years commencing July 1 , 1 785. It is unlikely that 
any coins were actually minted that day, but it did mark the beginning of 
authorized American copper coinage. Mike then gave a report on a brief 
history of Vermont copper coinage. His paper is published elsewhere in this 
issue of P-W. 


After the presentation, the formal meeting broke up with the 
the next Mid-Atlantic regional meeting would be held early in the 
Saturday, October 19, 1985 at the Sheraton Inn in Lanham, MD. 
members and guests will be welcome. 


reminder that 
afternoon on 
All EAC 


************* 


JON HANSON P.O. Box 5499 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 (213) 396-2736 

FOR SALE; - famous cotton-lined envelopes, the finest storage 

available for your valuable coins. 

Send a S . A. S . E . for a sample 

$80. per 1,000, postpaid - $13. per 100, postpaid. 
California residents please include sales tax. 

************* 
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Ml HARMER ROOKE NUMISMATISTS 


ANNOUNCES 


THE LIBRA SALE 


FEATURING SOME GREAT LARGE CENTS, INCLUDING 


1793 S-l, the celebrated "AMERI." nice Very Fine. 

1793 S-6, Vine and Bars in about Very Fine. 

1793 S-llc, just short of Extra Fine. 

1793 S-14 Liberty Cap, VF-25 Condition Census. 

1794 S-48 "The Starred Reverse" ANACS graded as 
Fine-12, and the 10th best known. 

1795 S-80, "Jefferson Head" re-tooled but rare. 

1796 S— 1 11, Rarity 5, EF, probably 2nd best known. 

1799 S-189, VF-30+, Condition Census beauty. 

1804 S-266, the piece pictured in the Red Book! 

1807/6 S-272, the rare "Small Seven" in Condition Census. 

1809 S-280, satiny glossy BU-60, chocolate. 

1830 N-6 "Small Letters" EF-45, 4th best known and once 
owned by Sheldon, Hines, D. Smith, Helfenstein, etc. 

AND MANY, MANY MORE ELUSIVE AND NICE LARGE CENTS, PLUS 
HALF CENTS, TYPE COINS, GOLD, SILVER DOLLARS, ETC., ETC. 

CATALOGUE FREE TO EAC MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT ALREADY ON OUR 
LIST. IF NOT, PLEASE REQUEST, CITING YOUR EAC NUMBER. 

Sale to be Held Late October (to be Announced) 


HARMER ROOKE NUMISMATISTS, Ltd. 

3 East 57 Street, NYC, NY 10022 (212)751-1900 


at our New York Galleries 



J.H. Rose #248 


■cm 
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REPORT OF WEST COAST EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


Doug Bird 

The latest EAC West Coast Regional Meeting was held on May 31 
during the Long Beach Numismatic and Philatelic Exposition, 
members and guests attended: 


David Henderson 
Richard Dempsey 
Jim Bergman 
John Bergman 
G . Lee Kuntz 
Jack Robinson 
Bill Weber 
John M. Peters 
Mark Borckardt 
Dan Demeo 
Mark Blakely 
Phil Ralls 


Ralph Rucker 
Ernie Johnson 
Joel Harwin 
Bud Schweich 
Del Bland 
Randle Fairchild 
Walter Horn 
Lorraine Horn 
Jack Collins 
Dave Beymer 
Remyeb Kcaj 


1985 

The following 

Al Lyles 
Roger Lyles 
Virginia Lyles 
Al Bennett 
John Boise 
Jim Matthews 
Peggy Matthews 
Stephen Fischer 
Jim McGuigan 
Walter Breen 
Doug Bird 


Phil Ralls, West Coast Regional Chairman, called the meeting to order. 

He reported on the very successful national EAC convention held in Chicago and 
he stated that preparations already have begun on the 1986 convention to be held 
in Washington, D.C. 

Next, Walter Breen reported that the revision to the early date large cent 
book is underway and that text development is now complete through the 1796 
Liberty Caps . 

Jack Collins reported that he is busy cataloguing the Russell Wyatt collection 
of large cents to be auctioned later this year by Superior Stamp and Coin 
Company. It will contain approximately 1 ,000 large cents in 800 lots, with some- 
thing for everyone. Also, the Abe Kosoff estate will be auctioned by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries later this year and has a strong grouping of large cents from 
1 843-1 857. 


Jack Robinson reported that COPPER QUOTES BY ROBINSON was com- 
pleted by the time of EAC '85. He is working on additional revisions for 1986. 

Recent significant finds included an 1807/6 S— 272 which was discovered 
during the Long Beach show and the 2nd known example of 1 793 NC6 in G4 which 
was discovered at a local coin shop the week prior to the Long Beach show. 


The meeting concluded with a display of a 1 792 copper disme and a muling 
of an 1807 Classic Head reverse overstruck on an 1806 quarter obverse. 

The next meeting of the West Coast EAC Region will be held during the Long 
Beach Numismatic and Philatelic Exposition on Friday evening, October 4, 1985 
at 7:30 P.M. 

JACK and MARK R. BORCKARDT 1 01 6 Tiffin Avenue Findlay, OH 45840 


The Collectors Cabinet and Fort Findlay Enterprises would like to include 
your name on our mailing list. 

Our quarterly price lists feature over 500 copper, nickel, and silver coins, 
including a nice selection of early coppers. Please mention your EAC 

number to receive all of our lists. Thank you! 

************* 
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SOUTHWEST EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


Stu Hodge 


A Southwest EAC Regional Meeting was held at the home of Stu and Linda 
Hodge on June 8, 1985. Those attending were: 


Sonja Jasper and Linda Hodge also attended, but they spent their evening 
trading war stories on children as opposed to large cents. 

Stu Hodge dragged out some original literature (viz. Crosby on the early 
coins, Clapp on the 1798's, Newcomb on 1801 , 2, 3, etc.) for review by several 
people who had not seen those items before. 

George Ewing presented his slide show which he gave at the ANS meeting on 
the varieties of 1 794 in the ANS collection that had been bequeathed by George 
Clapp. Needless to say, some of those cents were spectacular. Stu Hodge 
then showed some slides of Dr. Sheldon's color set which Dan Holmes had 
graciously allowed him to photograph at EAC '80. 

Finally, initial planning for EAC '87 which will be held in Dallas was 
discussed. George Ewing volunteered to be chairman of the educational forum. 
Ed Jasper and Stu Hodge will handle the bourse operations, security, etc. 

Initial thoughts call for holding the convention in the same facility used in 1981 . 
Anyone with comments pro or con concerning this site, please contact either Ed 
or Stu . 

One additional subject was raised during the course of the evening, namely 
a regional newspaper. The genesis of this was a discussion on the size of our 
region and the associated difficulty in getting the regional group together. 
Obviously, we have no intention of supplanting PENNY-WISE - rather, we're 
looking for a vehicle by which we can get the southwestern region to communicate. 
Again, anyone who wishes to comment, please feel free to contact Ed Jasper or 
Stu Hodge . 

Thanks are due to Terri Blaha, the Jaspers, and Linda Hodge for a variety 
of tasty refreshments . 


Ron Blaha 
Mike Moyer 


George Ewing 
Don Petersen 


Ed Jasper 
Stu Hodge 




HENRY G. GARRETT 


Free price list - exceptional offerings of: 
U.S. Colonial coins 
Type coins 


Patte rns 
Autographs 


Please write to: Henry G. Garrett 


P.O. Box 4334, Valley Village Sta. 
N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
(213) 780-4768 or 989-0760 


Member of ANA, EAC 698. 
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A MINI-EAC MEETING IN LOUISVILLE 
John G. Hoyle r 

Today, June 25, 1985, was a day that I will long remember. I had the 
great pleasure on this date of bringing together a group of EACers for an 
informal meeting of 'copper' talk. 

It all started several weeks before when our local coin club agreed to host 
a midwest regional meeting of EAC at our annual coin show to be held in 
October, 1985. I lobbied long and hard for this event! An announcement of the 
meeting will appear in the September issue of P-W, so watch for it! 

After all the effort in convincing my club that we should sponsor such a 
meeting, it occurred to me that now the real work starts. First, you need a 
meeting place which will accommodate the people who attend. Then, you need 
to put together a program for the meeting. Boy, a little help by other EACers 
in the area sure would be nice. But wait a minute, John, I thought to myself, 
you know that the EACers are probably the friendliest group around, so why not 
ask for their help? This was the beginning of the idea for our informal meeting 
of members in and around Louisville. 

I also know that nothing ever gets done until someone says "I'll take the 
bull by the horns". Well, I can report that this is true. Not being the bashful 
type, I picked up the telephone and called Robbie Brown. "Hey, Robbie," I 
said, "can you be had for a meeting at my house on Tuesday night, June 25th?" 
He replied, "I don't know right now, but I'll check with the boss (Mrs. R. S. 
Brown) and get back to you tomorrow. " 

Well, all of 10 minutes had passed when the phone rang and Robbie said, 
"I'll be there. By the way, how do I get to your house?" From there, it was 
all down hill. I called all our other local members and all of them promised 
to come. They all were as good as their word, too - everyone showed up. 

At the meeting, we all had a good time discussing coppers, our first 
sponsored EAC regional meeting, and various stories of how we got such-and- 
such a variety. The group was truly the greatest bunch of guys you could ever 
get together. 

We all found out something else also that is very important - each member 
present had a special something to contribute to the conversation which 
immediately earned him the respect of all those present. It was truly a 
learning experience for us. These members who came to the meeting are no 
longer just names on the EAC roster - they are real people who are knowledge- 
able and intelligent on a variety of subjects and they are just plain fun to be 
around! 

Those who attended were as follows: 

Robbie Brown - a real gentleman and EAC #4. He brought with him 

a set of 1 796 large cents which was complete. 

Wow! All the coins were MS60+! 

Steve Kommar - a brand-new EAC member. 

Marsh Wells - a middle date nut, recently seen in tow of John 

Wright at Indianapolis. 
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Dr. William Hopkins - a seeker of Sheldon varieties. He also 

collects British farthings. 

Michael Schmidt - a student who hopes to have a collection of pressings 

of Condition Census Sheldon varieties. 

Herb Schmidt - not an EAC member who collects world coins by type. 

Now, that's a challenge! 

Yours truly - a Draped Bust fanatic. Oh, I just wish that I had more 

money! My goodness, the duplicates that 
Robbie brought with him are better than 
many of my keepers! ! ! 

Now, for the best part! Dr. Hopkins expressed it so well when he said: 
"You know, I had sort of lost interest in large cents until now. It's nice to know 
that there are other collectors in our area who are interested in them too." 

That one statement made all the work of organizing the meeting worthwhile for 
me . 

So, EACers, be a mover in your area. If a meeting hasn't been scheduled, 
you schedule one. Don't wait for the other guy! Is it worth it? You BET! ! ! 

************* 

MID-AMERICAN RARE COIN AUCTIONS, INC. 

#6 Chevy Chase Place 
Lexington, Kentucky 40502 

MARCA is pleased to announce its upcoming SAN DIEGO SALE, to be held in 
conjunction with the 1985 San Diego Show, September 27-29, 1985. The 
following items will be of special interest to EAC members: 

Double-struck Connecticut Copper 
"Oak Tree" Twopence 
Partial Brockage 1 804 Half Cent 
1 831 and 1 836 Proof Half Cents 

Several Fugio Cents, including rare varieties and high-condition pieces 
Maris 70-x New Jersey Copper 
Ryder 1 8 Vermont Copper 

Copies of the catalogs are now available for $10.00 (a one year subscription is 
priced at $25.00). Call 1-800-223-5954 (toll-free) to reserve your copy or 
write to the address above . 

WE ARE ALWAYS INTERESTED IN CONSIGNMENTS OF NICE EARLY 
COPPER! 



wanted 

U . S . T okens 

and Medals Half Cents 

Type Coins 

Large Cents 

Colonials 

Commemoratives 

CHARLES E. KIRTLEY 

P . O . Box 2273 

Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Phone: (919) 

338-2403 evenings 


************* 
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PENNY PERSONALS 


ANA'S THE NUMISMATIST will be publishing in its September issue an 
original article by GEORGE E. EWING, JR. which is titled "A Remembrance 
of Jean Castaing". George was elected to Fellowship in the American 
Numismatic Society at its July meeting, making him a voting member of the 
Society. Our heartiest congratulations to George on both honors. 

EACer BILL FIVAZ was elected to Seat No. 5 on the Board of Governors 
in t p e recent ANA election. Bill was top vote-getter in the election, receiving 
4,129 votes. DONN PEARLMAN, running for Seat No. 6, placed 2nd in his 
race, receiving 2,157 votes. Grover Criswell won the seat with 2,332 votes. 
TOM DELOREY placed 3rd in his candidacy for Seat No. 7, receiving 2,899 
votes against David Ganz who won with 4,022 votes. 

Betsy Wright, daughter of JOHN and MABEL ANN WRIGHT, rented an 
apartment being offered by MAMA MIMEO and is working as a Registered 
Nurse in Orlando, EL . 

************* 

CHANGE IN DUES 

Please be advised that it has been necessary to increase the dues for the 
coming year. Current renewal of your membership is $13. per year for those 
receiving P-W by 3rd Class mailing and $21 . for those receiving their P-W 
by 1st Class mailing. This is an increase of only $1 . for each category. Your 
voluntary early payment helps reduce EAC expenses and eases the administra- 
tion time of your officers. 

Make checks payable to Early American Coppers, Inc. and mail to Rod 
Burress at EAC, P. O. Box 15782, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 

************* 

MIKE NIEPODZINSKI P.O. Box 253 Buffalo, NY 14240 

FOR SALE: Safe-T-Mailers . 

Safe-T -Mailers were designed for shipping coins safely and 
economically. Just insert coin(s), fold, and place in envelope; 
no staples or tape . 

Fit standard #6 3/4 envelopes. 

50 for $7.50; 100 for $12.00. Postpaid, UPS. 

************* 

AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS Newfoundland, New Jersey 07435 

c/o Harry J. Rescigno P.O. Box 415 

Love Early Coppers? 

ALL NEW! ! ! 

Monthly Mail Bid Auctions on Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents, 

Copper Literature and Type Coins 

Send for free listing today! 

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED! 

************* 
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calendar of coming events 

The next EAC Regional Meeting of the West Coast area will be held on 
Friday evening, October 4, 1985 at 7:30 P.M. at the Long Beach Numismatic 
and Philatelic Exposition in Long Beach, California. 

************* 

The next Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting will be held early in the afternoon 
on Saturday, October 19, 1985 at the Sheraton Inn in Lanham, MD. 

************* 

SUBJECT : Midwest Regional EAC Meeting 

DATE; October 26, 1985 from 2 to 4 P.M. 

LOCATION: Howard Johnson In-Towne, 100 E. Jefferson Street, Louisville, KY 

As midwest EACers know, there has not been a regional meeting held in our 
area since 1983. Therefore, it is time to get together to talk ’Coppers'. This 
regional meeting is being held in conjunction with the Derby City's Collectors 
annual coin show, who are sponsoring the meeting. Every effort has been made 
to book quality dealers, especially those who handle nice early copper. There 
will be 41 dealers in attendance. The show hours will be as follows: 

Saturday, October 26 10 A.M. to 8 P.M. 

Sunday, October 27 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

We are planning to have an organized program followed by sharing, trading, 
and just good conversation. If he is not away on assignment, John D. Wright will 
be our principal speaker. The site of the meeting is easy to get to, either off 
1-65 or 1-64. 

We do ask one favor of you if you plan to attend. Drop me a postcard so 
that I will have an indication of how many people to expect. Address cards to 
John C. Hoyler, 4005 Small Boat Court, Louisville, KY, 40229. 

********** *** 

A COMPLAINT .... from William T . Jones, Jr. 

In recent issues of PENNY-WISE, I have noted that two dealers who sell 
books through the mail are refusing to ship their goods to post office box 
numbers. Given the security problems which all collectors face, I cannot 
understand their attitude. Post office rates for the shipment of books are 
low; and even if United Parcel Service is cheaper, I would gladly pay the 
difference for the books I want. 

I cannot order from dealers who insist on this policy, and I would not 
expose any of my non-collector friends or relatives to the risk of receiving 
my shipments at their homes. 

In short, why do these dealers insist on alienating potential customers and 
losing business? 


************* 
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PENNYMANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 


From JOHN MORTON: "Collecting nice coppers is certainly getting 

tougher due to scarcity and higher prices these days. I still enjoy cherrypick- 
ing the shows, although I haven’t found any rare ones so far this year. I did 
notice, however, that nice coppers have appreciated 19.8 per cent in one year." 

From BOB LOMPREY: "Have you heard of the keg of defective planchets 

unearthed in a city in western Manitoba? The finder passed them off as badly 
worn 1815 coppers. This came to be known as the Flin Flon flawed flam flim- 
fam! (PHEEEW)" 

From STU HODGE; "I would like to report that the rumors of my 
numismatic demise, and in particular of my large cent demise, are without 
foundation. The last year was spent in acquiring three cars, two houses, one 
wife, two kids, and one cat, to say nothing of better ground strokes on the 
tennis court. For those reasons only, my collecting was put aside; but I'm 
back in the fold now." 

From MIKE JONES: "Hi! Wanna get back into EAC. Been out of it 

since the 70's. Why am I rejoining? Picked up a S-272 as a common overdate. 
I think that's a good reason enough. Agree?" 

From CINDY GRELLMAN: "When Bob and I attended EAC '85 in Chicago, 

it was obvious that we were expecting a baby in the near future. Since we had 
the best wishes and congratulations of our fellow EACers, I would like to report 
that we had a healthy boy, Andrew Wibker Grellman, weighing 8 pounds, 10 
ounces, born on July 9." (Our best wishes and congratulations to Cindy and 
Bob from all EACers!) 

From J. R. FRANKENFIELD: "I would like to hear from other late date 

large cent variety collectors who are interested in putting together a photo 
guide. I have heard that there is one in the works somewhere, but it is not 
moving very fast. If so, I would like to help speed it along. Have plane, will 
travel . 

Also, I would like to suggest to my fellow collectors that they should not 
put much faith in current late date rarity values. The compilers have done a 
good job with what they had to work with; but lacking an easy-to-use guide, 
many collectors and hardly any dealers attempt to attribute late date large 
cents. I have two specimens each of two R5 late date varieties which I picked 
up in a batch of 23 coins that I purchased from a dealer who takes pride in 
having three EACers as customers. Those three get first chance to purchase 
all copper before he puts it on sale to the general public. I purchased this 
batch after the dealer considered them dead stock. Nuf said." 

From JOHN RAINS: "As usual, I dropped everything when the last issue 

of PENNY-WISE arrived in the mail; and, as usual, it was better than its 
preceding issue. PENNY-WISE does a great job of bringing out good stuff in 
the guys! I'm relatively new to coin collecting, but am drawn to copper by the 
fine people associated with it. PENNY-WISE is a big part also." 
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From BOB LOMPREY: "The tribute paid to me in the last P-W was very 

kind and flattering - made me feel great and humble at the same time. We 
three generations were together at our cottage near Rhinelander, Wisconsin this 
past week and we had a pleasant confab each evening after dinner. Both Bob, 

Jr. and Jeff were pretty proud of their 'grampa' and they along with myself wish 
to thank the person responsible for the gracious words. 

1 hope that my article will result in greater input from the newer members 
and even from some of the oldsters who have made no attempt to share their 
thoughts and experiences with us. My first article was begun only through the 
encouragement of Jules Reiver and Tom Reynolds." 

From DONN PEARLMAN: "Thank you for publishing my EAC convention 

presentation on Connecticut copper pieces in P-W for July, 1985. Chairman 
Don Valenziano, Jr. requested permission to print the lecture and he did a very 
fine job of deciphering the often illegible copy in my script. Plowever, there are 
a few minor mistakes. Perhaps the only one which needs correcting is that the 
word 'rare' somehow became 'rate' in the P-W version. If readers find some of 
the sentences a bit bewildering, let them try inserting the word 'rare' wherever 
they find 'rate'. It might help - then, again, the lecture may still seem 
bewildering . 

One more note . A few people who were not at the EAC forum wrote or 
telephoned to find out the meaning of the last paragraph in the printed version of 
my presentation. The last part of my prepared remarks included a color slide 
of me sitting at my home-away-from-home , the WBBM/CBS studios in Chicago. 
I was interviewing actor Leonard Nimoy who was in Chicago to promote the then 
recently-released Star Trek III movie, 'The Search For Spock'. I figured that 
there are enough 'T rekkies' in the world that showing the slide as my grand 
finale certainly would bring a round of grateful applause to end my Connecticut 
coppers presentation . " 


ASK JOHN 

John D. Weight, NLG 

All questions great and small - AJ muddles through them all. Send your 
questions about EAC, old copper, or other related tidbits to: 

John D. Wright 
1 468 T imberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

AJ 56: Sheldon described his numbers 208, 209, 210 of 1800 as sharing a 

common reverse. But he describes his number 208 "with light crack from 
middle of right side of R in AMERICA to the bottom of I, to base of C and up 
through the middle of A to the rim", his number 209, as "light crack from 
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rim to top of AM, through center of ER, near the bottom of ICA, and from 
right foot of A to ribbon end", and his number 210 as "with light crack through 
AMERICA". This seems to be two different progresions; one reverse 'R' 
with obverses 14 and 15 (208, 209), and another with obverse 1 6 (210). Or 
perhaps obverse 15 comes with both. If they are two different reverses, what 
are the die differences? And is there a potential new variety lurking in this 
chain? 

Your question is a good one. Such minor inconsistencies are the bane of 
most writers and the joy of every keen-eyed reader. Your proposition sounds 
plausible from the descriptions but should only be made from the coins 
themselves. But your question did make me re-examine my S— 208, 209, 210 
carefully. I could not find any differences and still think these share a common 
reverse . Can anybody out there find a definitive difference between the reverse 
of their S-208 and S-210? If so, please share it with us. 

AJ 57: On my large cents I notice that LIBERTY, denomination and legend all 

seem to be individually hand punched which would account for differences in 
letter/ leaf alignment. I know the dates were punched individually which gives 
Reiver his attribution numbers. Am I correct in my assumption that the 
letters were punched singly? I do not have too many of the earlier (1 81 6-1 839) 
coppers . 

Singly-punched? Some yes, some no. Early cents (pre-1 81 4) had all 
letters individually punched, except for a few dies of the 1 798—1 801 era that 
seem to be siblings from a whole-design reverse hub. For 1816-1835, all 
letters were individually punched. The 1835—1839 period saw a transition 
from this to hubs containing letters (some of them 'touched up' with 
individual punches). By 1840 the reverse die was a second-generation 
complete unit produced from a complete hub. Multi-digit punches for date 
elements on cents began with 1840 (note especially the 1840 small date over 
large 18), with a foui — digit punch in use at least as early as 1844 (note the 1844 
over inverted 1844, the so-called "44/81 "). An 1854 date-punch (one unit) was 
sold as lot 643 in the EAC 85 sale . 


LANCASTER & SHIELDS 

Colonials, State Coppers; Featuring: 

Connecticut, and Large Cents. 

Lancaster & Shields 

Free price list P.O. Box 12 Dept. E. 

send to: Harrison, N.Y. 10528 

R. Geary E. A. C. #1562 


************* 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. The 
first 12 lines are free. If your ad exceeds 12 lines, the EAC treasurer will bill 
you for your entire ad, based on a pro— rated scale. A full— page advertisement 
is $60. Ads should limit themselves to early American coppers or tokens. 
Deadline for copy to appear in the November issue must be received by October 
31 . Copy must be sent to Warren A. Lapp, 6505 Newmarket Way, Raleigh, NC 
27609. 

************* 


LEO SHANE 1 1 30 Woods Lane Warminster, PA 18974 


1 788 

Connecticut 

Ml 6.1 — D 

F+ 

Some corrosion on obverse 

$30. 

1 797 
1 803 

half cent 
S-263 4/3 

C-1 a 

Fr2 

$10, 

1 851 

3-cent silver 

G/VG 

25. 

6. 

1812 

S-289 

4/3 


10. 

1 852 

3-cent silver 

VG si . bent 

5. 

1 814 

S-294 

15/20 

uniformly 


1 807 

half dollar 

F 

125. 

1 859 

cent 

FI 5 

porous 

150. 

10. 

1842 

dollar 

VF/XF 

200. 


Offers in coins will also be considered. Thanks. 

************* 

ED SARRAFIAN 9414 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

FOR SALE: - 

1800 half cent VF $75. 1811 large cent G $40. 

1811 half cent G,4-star-br. 75. 

I am interested in buying the following Vermont coppers: R-1 , 22, 28, 

29, 30. In any grade. Please write or ship with price desired. 

************* 

PAT CUNNINGHAM 2500-A S kyland Drive Atlanta, GA 30319 

WANTED TO BUY: 1801 S-219 Three errors cent in AG or better and 

relatively problem-free . Date and three errors must show. Paying $25. 
each. These are for my collection and are not for re-sale. Write or ship. 

FOR SALE: 1 787 Vermont copper . VG7/7. Ryder-Richardson 1 4, 

Bresset 10-K. Two-tone with dark surface and light devices. Surfaces 
lightly and uniformly granular; the centering is excellent. Asking $50. 

************* 

S.W. STEPLER c/o Stepler Numismatics Chambersburg, PA 17201 

P . O . Box 119 

BUYING: Half cents, large cents. Colonials, and early gold and silver. 

Dear Fellow EACers: I am in need of coins for my personal collection and for 

my growing coin dealership. If you have any coins which you are interested in 
selling, please drop me a line. I pay fair prices for accurately-graded 
material. If you wish, you may ship material to me for an offer. If my offer is 
not acceptable, your coins will be returned immediately. No deal too small or 
too large. I also pay finders' fees for reliable leads. 
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MIKE PACKARD 


HALF 

CENTS: 

For 

1 795 C— 4 

Fr4/1 


1802 C-2 

AG3 


1803 C-4 

AG3 doctored 

1806 C-2 

G6 


JOHN C. MORTON 

Box 

1816 N4 

G4 

$5. 

1817 N3 

G4 

4. 

N5 

VG8 

13. 

N6 

FI 5 

11 . 

N10 

VG8 

7. 

N12 

VG8 

17. 

N17 

G6 

35. 

1 81 9 N3 

G4 

5. 

N6 

VG1 0 

8. 

1 820/1 9 N3 G4 nice 

6. 


4905 Village Drive 
: postpaid 


Fairfax, VA 22030 


$65. 

1 807 

C-2 

G5 

$15. 

100. 

1 81 1 

C-2 

Fr2 

20. 

12. 

1 829 

C-1 

VF25 

42. 

75. 

1 856 

C-1 

VF25 

45. 


************* 


Niceville, FL 32578 (904) 897-4131 evenings 


1820 N9 
N10 

1822 N5 
N10 
Nil 

1825 N-1 0 

1 826 N1 
1826/5 N8 

N9 

1827 N3 


********** 


G4 

G4 

G6 

G6 

G4 

G4 

VG8 

G6 nice 

VG1 0 

VG1 0 

* * 


$7. 

5. 

6 . 
6 . 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

20 . 
11 . 
10 . 


1827 N2 G6 $7. 

1828 N1 VF20 15. 

1 corr.spot on rev. 


1 831 


FI 5 
VG1 0 
G4 


N7 
N8 
N9 

N14 G4 R5 
1 835 N2 G4 
Write for list of 
1832 to 1839. 


13. 

12 . 

7. 
32. 

8 . 


RICHARD E. CROSS 


c/o Cross Coin Company 
P . O . Box 1 58 


HALF CENTS 
1794 G-1 A 


VF-20 R-3 Smooth 


Surfaces, Light Brown 
1811 C-2 F-1 5 Nice surfaces 
1828 C-3 AU-55 Sharp, 
mottled color 

1 833 C-1 AU-55 Die crack 

2nd thru 7th star 
1855 C-1 BU-60 Sharp 


$695. 

450. 

125. 

1 25. 


Scranton, PA 18504 
(717) 254-6292 

LARGE CENTS 

1796 S-87 R-3 Smooth 

brown surfaces, CHOICE $650 
1 798 S-1 69 R-5- No problems 
just wear. GOOD— 6 100 

1798 S-1 71 F-1 2 R-5-, 

lightly rough, nice overall 295 
1802 S— 236 VF-30 Smooth 

surface, light brown 395 


FREE PRICE LIST: Send name and address to receive current list. 


************* 


ED OVERHOLT P.O. Box 972 Cookeville, TN 38501 (615) 529-1710 


FOR SALE: 


FREE LIST: 


WANTED: 


1796 S-81 R3 Gd 5/ Fr2 Superb brown, problem free 
1824 N-3 R3 FI 5 Superb glossy brown, problem free 

Have many middle date coins in problem free VG or Fine 
of lesser rarity (R1 or 2) especially 1 830—39, priced 
from 7.00 and up, great for filling in Newcomb #'s. 

Nice brown Baby Head Vermont, Vg or better, also 
Nova Eboracs. 


68 . 

60. 


************* 
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DICK PUNCHARD 


8600 Queen Avenue So. 


Minneapolis, MN 55431 
(612) 888-1079 


LARGE CENT For Sale: 

1834 N-5 VF30 Gray and brown steel color, nice surfaces, 

very minor contact marks on obverse, perfect edges $400. 


HARRY ABRAHAMS no Pond Mill Road Plantsville, CT 06479 

HALF CENTS For Sale: 

1802 C-2 G4 Nice, smooth planchet $225. 

1803 C— 4 G4 Very nice 50. 

1804 C-5 VF30 No problems 290. 

C-8 VF35 No problems 125. 

C— 1 3 XF40 Very nice, traces of red 150. 

1806 C-2 Sharpness of VF+, but finely porous . 

Nonetheless, attractive 275. 

1810 C-1 AU55 Scarce and attractive 650. 

He************ 


DON VALENZIANO, JR. 2837 N. 74th Court Elmwood Park, IL 60635 

FOR SALE: Choice problem-free copper - 


Vermont Ryde 

r 1 6 F 

$125. 

Elephant token 

VF thick planchet 

1 85. 

Half cents: 

1797 C-1 

VF 20 pe rfe ct ob ve rse 

900. 

1 810 

VF 

300. 

1 829 

AU 

225. 

JOHN GRIFFIN P.O. 

************* 
Box 26019 Denver, CO 80226 

(303) 986- 


Fugio 1787 XF 1 3R (R8 in Kessler , 1 976. New R?) But ob v . fl aws : 


small edge bump 6:00; natural edge chip 3:00, and 'sink' at dial tip $295. 
New Jersey 1786 VF 21 -N well-blended scratches under plow handle 110. 

1787 VF 63-Q usual central weakness; glossy brown 120. 

Connecticut 1785 VF MER M6.2 F— 1 R4 si. granular, massive die 

break 1 :00 to 5:00 obv. 1 65. 

1785 F + African Head si . granular , VF portrait , weak legends 165. 
Other Colonials available. Also see my Jan. P-W ad, p. 58: most available. 
1807/6 S-273 VF30 Thin old sc r. across obv. Need glass to see it. 220. 

1851 N-1 9 XF (R3 Newcomb) Early state , but crack from star 1 starting 48. 

************* 


DENIS W. LORING Box 363 New York, NY 10101 

1793 S-4 G6 F sharpness, decent surfaces, good color, some 


small obv. nicks $1,250. 

S-13 G6 VF sharpness, needle point porosity 1,000. 

S-14 VG7 no major defects 1 ,650. 

1809 S-280 MS60+ better than Starr 7,000. 

Catalogue of the Alvord collection of half cents (Chapman, 1 924) with 

original plates. 24 copies were made; how many are left? 1 ,600. 


Wanted: electrotypes and cast copies of U.S. large cents. What do you have? 

************* 
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RICHIE NADEAU 


19 Glenwood Circle 


Lynn, MA 01902 


Send name and address for list of half cents and large cent duplicates 
being offered for sale. 

************* 

MICHAEL RUBIN 13 Oak Drive Stanhope, NJ 07874 (201) 691-1619 

COLONIALS - For Sale: 

Machin's Mills 1787 copper VF Nice color and surfaces, sharp detail 
Vermont copper 1785 "Vermonts" VG Sm.brn. planchet, 

clear date, nice 

New York 1787 "Nova Eborac" Seated figure left VF Nice 

planchet, Obv. sharp, rev. typically weak 
All coins guaranteed genuine, 14 day return. 

************* 

GARY A. TRUDGEN 3103 Chatham Road Endwell, NY 13760 

FOR SALE: 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY - Zelinka 2-A 

Well struck. Large planchet with smooth bittersweet chocolate surfaces. 

Early die state. Two edge bumps which don't detract from the overall 
pleasing appearance of the coin. Grades F/VF. Made in Dublin, Ireland 
and used in the American Colonies. The date and obverse legend are of 
particular significance in American history. John Adams wrote that the 
American Revolution really began in the minds and hearts of the people in 
1760. The latin legend VOCE POPULI means "voice of the people". 

My asking price for this historic copper is only $60. 

************* 

ROBERT KRAFT 404 Glenway Street Madison, WI 53711 

READY TO RETIRE. WISH TO SELL 1816-57 average date set of 
Large Cents (plus a dozen or so extras) put together over a decade ago. 

Would guess average condition F earlier, VF and up late dates. Total 
package maybe a grand. A few nice pieces for sure. Will first offer to 
EACers at a reasonable price, entire holdings for lump sum- will send list 
on request and take reasonable offer; SASE appreciated. Samples - two 
1857s, 1809 damaged, 1807/6, 1823 & 1823/22, 1843 6th hd, Ig Itr. Most 
never attributed, my true interest in WI CW Storecards in case you have 
any. Also have some 1/2. 

************* 

STEVE SCOTT P.O. Box 31 6 Liberty, SC 29657 

Young collector needs to learn how to attribute by Sheldon numbers. 

Please send me your lists of lower grade Sheldon varieties. Won't 
you help? 

************* 


$80. 

100 . 

135. 
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1796 "NO POLE" HALF CENT 


One of our favorite purchases at the recent 1985 Annerican Numismatic 
Association Convention was an example of the incredibly scarce and popular 1 796 
No Pole Half Cent. This piece is very similar in appearance and quality to the 
1 796 No Pole which we advertised in PENNY-WISE and sold last year (see 
Volume XVIII, page 102). The overall condition of this example is generally 
considered to be About Good (3/3). All of the details of the obverse are visible 
(including the all-important date), but the night half is weak, and the Y of 
LIBERTY is not visible. A similar situation exists on the reverse, as the right 
half of the coin is obliterated. The surfaces are somewhat rough, but the 
overall appearance is pleasing. The attribution of this piece is without question, 
and based on the following points: 1) The reverse is immediately identified as a 

reverse of 1 796 by the leaves pointing to the I and D of UNITED (no reverse of 
1795 or 1797 displays this characteristic) . 2) The position of the 1 of the date 

under the lowest curl matches that of the No Pole variety, and not the With Pole 
variety. 3) The position of the RT of LIBERTY over the forelock matches that 
of the No Pole variety, and not the With Pole variety. 4) The lowest line of the 
Cap is fully visible and strong, which is characteristic of the No Pole variety and 
unheard of on the With Pole variety. We have photographs of almost sixty 
different 1796 Half Cents, in all grades, and every single With Pole example 
shows the same weakness in this area — most likely this is an anomaly in the die 
itself, and not a problem caused by weak striking pressures. Conversely, every 
example we have seen of the No Pole variety, regardless of the grade, shows the 
bottom line of the cap fully and clearly. 

One interesting aspect of this piece is that it does not exhibit the bisecting 
obverse die crack, which is believed to be characteristic of the variety. Two 
possibilities exist; either the remnants of the break have been worn off the 
coin, or this piece was struck from an early state of the die, before it broke, or 
before the break became prominent. Because of the condition of the coin, we 
are more inclined to believe that the break has been simply worn away. 

We unhesitatingly declare this to be a genuine 1796 Gilbert-2, Cohen-1 , 
Breen-la half cent. As we are not aware of any prior pedigree, this could quite 
possibly be but the twentieth known example! We sold the specimen last year 
for $9750.; this example is priced at $8250. 

MID-AMERICAN RARE COIN AUCTIONS, INC. 

#6 Chevy Chase Place 
Lexington, Kentucky 40502 
(800)— 223-5954 
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P . O . Box 1 1 22 


Franklin, NC 28734 


C. F. GORDON, JR. 

FOR SALE: 1793 S-1 2 Liberty Cap cent 

Seldom seen. Rarity 6, tan, 05 condition, usual weak center on 
reverse. Has been in my collection for 24 years. Will send 
pressing for SASE. Price: $2,200. 

************* 

HENRY STOUFFER c/o D.D.S. Numismatics Lancaster, PA 17603 


P . O . Box 203 

HALF CENTS: LARGE CENTS 


1 793 

C-4,G-2 


$1 , 650 . 

1 803 S-260 G 

$18. 

1 794 

C-4,G-4 


350. 

1 81 8 VF detail but bit rough 

10. 

1 795 

C-6A,G-5 

F overstrike. 


1855 VF upright 5's 

15. 



clear TA&L 

225. 

ALSO: 


1 797 

C-1 ,G-4 

F shattered obv 

195. 

1 Pc. Encased Postage 3$ - 


1 802/0 

C-2 

VF25 uniform 


Ayer's Sasparilla, 




color, nice coin 

6,700. 

orig. mica 

185. 



* * * 

* * * * 

* * * * * if: 



ALAN V. WEINBERG 23321 Aetna Street Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(818) 348-3749 

Serious collector of 'Western* (Colorado on West) old "Good-for" trade 
tokens. I have one of the best collections in the U.S. of scarce/ rare Western 
tokens and I will pay very well for tokens I need or duplicates I can use for 
trading. Especially want pictorials depicting elephants, burros, and steers. 
Paying $200. for certain Texas tokens, $100. for certain Nevada and New 
Mexico tokens. Many other town tokens from other states worth $25. -$100. 
and much more. Call or write. No obligation. If you just want an apprisal of 
your "good-for" trade tokens, fine. But let me know what you have. You'd be 
surprised at their values. 

MICHAEL OPPENHEIM Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3W1S1 

51 05 Lacombe Avenue 

WANTED TO BUY: CANADIAN COLONIALS/TOKENS 

I am extremely interested in purchasing or trading choice and scarce 
Canadian tokens of the pre-1 867 period. I collect by Breton numbers as well 
as rare varieties. My special interest in Blacksmiths (including Rulau 
numbers 272, 272A, 284 A and B in the Hard Times Token series) and other 
non-Breton tokens of this period. I will answer promptly all offers, inquiries, 
or correspondence . 

JOHN P. LORENZO Hackensack, NJ 07601 

25 Grand Avenue, 6-1 

WANT TO BUY: 1838 N-1 4 with or without die break 

1 81 8 N-2, N-4, N-8 in VG or F 
1819 N-4, N-7 in VG or F 
1 820 N-4 
1 831 N-3 

For my collection. Call or write for immediate payment. 


(201) 488-4761 
(212) 864-3990 

VG or better 
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TOM I 

REYNOLDS 

P.O. Box 24529 

Omaha, NE 68124 (402) 895-3065 

1 81 6 

N7 

R1 

VF20 

$40. 

Tan with smooth surfaces. 

1 81 6 

N9 

R3+ 

VG1 0 

22 . 

Brown and smooth . 


1 829 

N3 

R4- 

VG1 0 

40. 

Brown and smooth. 

Blunt strike. 

1 830 

N2 

R2+ 

FI 2 

20 . 

Brown and smooth. 


1 830 

N1 0 

R5 

VG7 

1 60. 

Brown and smooth. 

Few obv. spots. 

1 831 

N5 

R4 

G6 

20. 

Brown and smooth. 


1 835 

N3 

R3+ 

VG8 

1 8. 

Brown and smooth. 

Obv. pin scratches. 

1 835 

N1 2 

R4+ 

VG7 

45. 

Brown and smooth. 


1 835 

N1 7 

R1 

VF25 

40. 

Choice . 


1 836 

N3 

R1 

VF35 

60. 

Brown and smooth. 

Couple of rim bruises 

SEND 

NAME 

AND 

address 

TO RECEIVE MONTHLY 

PRICE LIST. 


************* 


RON GUTH #6 Chevy Chase Place Lexington, Kentucky 40502 

(800) 223-5954 

VERMONT COPPERS WANTED 

Ryder Numbers 5, 15, 21 , 26, 28, 32-39 in ANY GRADE 
I am always interested in upgrades on any variety 
PLEASE CALL, OR SHIP WITH YOUR ASKING PRICE 

************* 


RICK DE SANCTIS c/o The Cash Stash Coins Key Colony Beach, FL 33051 

P . O . Box 1 66 

My fixed price list, "The Coppersmith", features a fine selection of half cents 
along with some large cents and other early types. Please write for the next 


four issues. Below are a few nice items: 

Bar Cent Electro EF Much less expensive than the real thing $39. 

1802 C-2 G4/4 R3 Perfect! The nicest G anywhere. 295. 

1804 G— 1 VF30/30 R3 Rare coin in this high grade. Gorgeous! 285. 

C— 5 F12/12 R4 Smooth, light brown, problem free 125. 

1825 C-2 EF40/40 R1 Simply a choice coin, with some faded luster 135. 

C-2 VF25/25 R1 Superb light tan color and surfaces 60. 


ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST OF LARGE CENTS FOR SALE 

Emphasis on coppers with nice color and suraces. Mostly in the 
$10.00 to $60.00 price range . Many choice Matron Head cents. 

************* 
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The following items were received too late to be classified or to be included in 
our Table of Contents. Their current interest seems important enough to include 
them here: 

JACK H. ROBINSON P.O. Box 564 Vienna, VA 221 80 703-281-0858 

**** A VERY IMPORTANT announcement for eac members**** 

This is OLD news to members on the mailing list of either myself or Chris Victor- 
McCawley, or to members that saw us at ANA; but 

The business of C.V.M. NUMISMATICS has now become R.V.M. which 
stands for ROBINSON, VICTOR -McC AWL EY — We have combined our efforts into 
our new venture primarily to serve EAC members and to offer the finest service 
available to collectors of Early U.S. Copper! Our grading will follow EAC 
standards (although still not clearly defined, we have the experience you can count 
on to receive copper pieces that will fit the coins that we advertise). 

Our FIRST combined list of material will be mailed to our list in September 
1985. You ARE on our list if you received a copy of the latest McLaughlin & 
Robinson auction #4067 which consisted of 694 lots of just Early U.S. Copper. 

The sale was a tremendous success, and many, MANY, people participated. 

Our table at ANA was one of the busiest at the show. RVM conducted its first 
official business at ANA. 

We have now completed three auctions of just Early U.S. Copper, and we have 
already scheduled our FOURTH auction! BE FOREWARNED! ! The cut-off for 
consignments will be December 10, 1985. We will advertise again in the 11/85 
P-W, but we are giving plenty of notice. We have already received many lots on 
consignment (many at ANA) of just superb copper - AND, it will all be available 
for viewing at the FUN Show. 

The auction itself will be held shortly after the completion of the FUN Show. 
We expect to publish 2 or perhaps 3 RVM Fixed Price Lists between now and the 
end of the year. 

If you are NOT on our mailing list, AND you have an avid interest in Early 
U.S. Copper - you don't know what you're missing. Write RVM at: 

P.O. BOX 406 - CHANDLER, OKLAHOMA 74834 

"Copper Quotes by Robinson" (CQR) is complete for the Half Cents, Early 
Dates, Middle Dates and Late Dates. Final consolidated 36 page booklets are 
available at a price of $20. The NEW subscription is now available at an 
additional price of $20. You do NOT HAVE to purchase the current booklet to 
avail yourself of the new subscription. The new subscription will be valid until 
December 31 , 1 986 and will include a revised and updated consolidated booklet 
to be issued during the fourth quarter of 1985. A close estimate would indicate 
late November or early December. 

There will be many significant changes, especially in format and content, 
that should greatly improve the usefulness of CQR and perhaps answer some of 
those more difficult and subjective questions that we're all faced with while 
collecting copper. I have had many suggestions, and I am asking (BEGGING, if 
it will get MORE response) for everyone that uses and understands the 
importance of CQR to please communicate your thoughts, comments. 
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suggestions of value, possible changes, improvements, information, statistical 
data, or anything else, directly to me at the above address. As with the first 
subscription, the price will remain the same until December 31 , 1986, 
regardless of when entered. 

In addition, subscribers will automatically receive copies of all McLaughlin 
and Robinson special auctions of Early Copper - approximately three per year, 
or about 3 or 4 during the subscription period. Further, there will be two or 
three major auctions by OTHER firms that will contain major consignments of 
significant Early Copper collections. I will issue irregular and unspecified 
publications containing my opinions and comments relating to these sales as well 
as other trivia and/or words of wisdom. 

To recap - the NEW $20.00 subscription will contain as a minimum: 

1 . Two (2), very possibly three, revisions of CQR 

2. M&R Catalogs for special auctions of Early Copper 

3. Occasional auction related newsletters/reports 

************* 

Announcement of Regional EAC Meeting, NY-NJ Section 
Frank H. Stillinger 

The next regional meeting for the NY-NJ Section will take place on 
Saturday, November 2, at the Grand Central Coin Convention in Manhattan. 

The featured speaker will be Chuck Heck who will discuss aspects of the middle 
date large cents. But, as usual, we expect that many other subjects will be 
aired as well and that a wide variety of coppers will be on display. The 
starting time is expected to be approximately 12:30 P.M. 

************* 

Help Wanted Re: Connecticut Copper Project 
John R . Sype 

Your help is needed in the ongoing revision of Connecticut copper date. 

Any information about Connecticut copper, including new finds and historical 
or anecdotal material, is urgently requested. Any one who owns a Connecticut 
copper can help. Please write to Jeff Rock at 10358 Buena Vista, Santee, CA 
92071 or to Robert Martin, c/o Lancaster and Shields, Box 12, Harrison, NY 
10528. 

G. A. SMITH, JR. 91 1 0 Stonegate Road Indianapolis, IN 46227 

FOR SALE: 1795 C-6b Half Cent (20-25 Known) $300.00 

This coin is 10% OFF-CENTER toward 10 o'clock making it possibly unique 
within this sub-variety. The obverse has a full, but weak portrait. Most of 
LIBERTY is weakly visible . No date shows. The reverse shows AMERICA 
and the adjacent leaves, the stem and ribbon ends, and the fraction numerator. 
The letters in UNITED are bisected by the rim. The cap and denominator 
touch the rim. Very wide denticles show to the right of AMERICA. The coin 
has no rim dings, one minor scratch, and no other problems. It is a pleasing 
brown color. Who wants to give this newly discovered, well worn, R-6, off- 
center, and clean coin a new home? 

************* 
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